
 

    Newsletter No 12, 2018 DECEMBER 

CENTRE INFORMATION:  

We thank all our families who attended our final 

Parent Forum in November. At this meeting 

parents commented on our Quality 

Improvement Plan and made significant 

suggestions which will form part of our 

continual improvement plan for 2019. As the 

year draws to a close we are grateful for the 

children, our families, staff and extended 

community that supported us in our 

accreditation process that deemed JumpStart 4 

kids as an EXCEEDING centre. Our centre 

officially closes on Friday 21stDecember .We 

ask families to collect children between 

2:00pm - 2:30pm. The centre will reopen on 

Monday 7th January 2018. 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 3rd 

December. 

Santa made a special trip to Blacktown on 

Monday 3rd December to wish all our children 

and families and very safe and peaceful 

Christmas. The night was a huge success with 

many families taking the opportunity to meet 

each other and share a meal as part of our 

extended Jumpstart Community. Each year we 

are privileged to be able to offer St Vincent’s De 

Paul charity baskets to assist families in our 

local community. Kevin Sloane attended the 

night and was delighted by the charity extended 

to others during our festive season. We thank all 

our families who made the lives of those in our 

community easier this Christmas as we donated 

5 baskets to this very worthy Christmas appeal.  
(NQA 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, & 7) 

 



COUNTRY OF THE MONTH: 

INDIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the 

month of November we celebrated our Indian 

culture. The children celebrated Diwali, the 

festival of Lights. We 

would like to say a big 

thank you to Pihu’s 

mum, Dimpal who 

took time out of her 

day to teach the 

children traditional dances. The children loved 

learning these new Bollywood style dances. 

The children enjoyed having Henna Tattoos 

applied to their skin and were fascinated to see 

how the application process worked to create 

beautiful patterns. 

The Busy Bees made Indian mango smoothies 

helping to measure yoghurt, cardamom, milk 

and mangoes before placing them all into the 

blender for a sensational smoothie. The Busy 

Bees gave their creation a big thumbs up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Playful Possums made Paneer 

Coconut Laddu. Miss Jaina 

supported the children as they 

mixed coconut, sugar paneer and 

cardamom with a touch of pink food 

colouring for extra appeal. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed 

working with their hands. It was 

delicious! 

The Baby Bunyips 

made microwaved 

Gajar Ka Halwa. It 

consisted of the 

children mixing the 

ingredients together 

which included 

Carrots, Condensed milk, cardamom powder 

and raisins. Each of the children helped to place 

the required amount of ingredients into the bowl 

and took turns at mixing it all together before 

placing it in the microwave. During afternoon 

tea Miss Ashley offered the each of the children 

the Gajar Ka Halwa that they had made. While 

some children were not tempted to try this new 

creation, others were really keen to give it a go. 

Creating experience’s for different textures and 

tastes allows children to develop tastes and 

explore culture as a sensory experience. We 

thank Miss Jaina for sharing her recipes which 

were easily achieved by all age groups across 

the centre. We invite all families to share their 

culture and traditions with us as we broaden our 

interests and knowledge of our wonderful 

diversity within our Jumpstart community.  



 

 

FRUIT EACH DAY  

We remind families that children must bring a 

piece of fruit to be placed in the baskets located 

in the kitchen or in the Possums fridge each day. 

Unfortunately parents have not been completing 

this . We ask that parents provide a piece of fruit 

each day. Staff will be viewing lunch boxes and 

fruit bowls and reminding families of their 

commitment in providing fruit each day to 

ensure that we can supply fruit platters for all 

children.  

We thank those families who have continued to 

support the service in proving healthy snack 

options for all children. 

 

PARENT REMINDER 

PLEASE PROVIDE A PIECE OF 

FRUIT EACH DAY FOR YOUR 

CHILD. 

WEEKLY EXPERIENCES  

ROOM STIMULUS AREAS:  

BUSY BEES: 

 

1) Celebrations 

2) Christmas  

3) Christmas 

Throughout the month of November the Busy 

Bees focused on their fundamental movement 

skills focusing on throwing. The children were 

exposed to different activities and experiences 

that helped the children learn the correct way to 

throw and catch a ball.  

Throughout the month of December, the 

children will be 

looking at 

different 

celebrations 

focusing on 

Christmas. The 

children will take 

part in a variety of craft experiences that will 

allow the children to explore their creative 

skills.  

(NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

SCHOOL 

READINESS 

FOCUS 

LITERACY 

FOCUS. THE 

SOUNDS THAT OUR LETTERS MAKE 

PHONICS : 

Throughout Term 4 we have had a strong 

emphasis on 30 pre- primer Sight words. These 

words are listed on the Parent take home sheet 

located on the wall display in the hall way 

outside the Busy Bee room . These words form 

the foundation of pre-readers and assist children 

in identifying words with accuracy as they 

decode unfamiliar words .Games such as snap, 

matching, and formulating simple sentences 

using these Sight words have been implemented 



daily o allow children to gain confidence with 

using these words in their speaking and writing 

activities. Mathematically the Busy Bees have 

been counting to 30 and beyond and focusing on 

groupings with number up to 20. Children have 

been encouraged to add on in respect to number 

counting so that they can accuracy add two 

groupings confidently . The symbols for 

addition + and Subtraction – have been 

introduced during games using concrete 

material a through planed group and play 

experiences. Parents are encouraged to continue 

these counting skills over the Christmas break 

to support their child when they return to their 

formal school settings for 2018. 

Writing and 

developing 

their pincer 

grip has been 

supported by 

the 

completion of 

simple 

sentences using Sight words. Children have 

gained confidence with their writing with many 

children being able to independently write and 

identify their first names.  

 

We encourage families to support children with 

simple words by using their letter sounds ( 

Phonics) so that children can hear the initial 

sounds of words 

as the decode 

words. 

Supporting 

children with 

dressing , 

toileting and 

placing items 

away will build their confidence and 

independence as they transition to their formal 

school years.  

Pre-Lit 

In December the children will be revisiting 

Alexander’s Outing by Pamela Allen, Swim, 

Little Wombat, Swim by Charles Fuge& Our 

Granny by Margaret Wild. The children will be 

segmenting words, looking at letter sounds as 

well as beginning sounds. The children will do 

this through bingo games. 

 

BUSY BEES NEWS 

Thank you to all those parents who were able to 

take on board to the change in news. We will be 

continuing news with a photo or drawing. This 

is working well in encouraging the children to 

talk in front of their peers rather than just 

showing an item.  

 

 

COMPANION BEARS BUSY BEES 

&  PLAYFUL POSSUMS 

WAYNE WINCH   

TOMMY TENNIS 

Wayne Winch and Tommy Tennis have 

loved their visits over the year with the Busy 

Bees and Playful Possums. They will be 

enjoying a nice holiday relaxing by the pool 

before getting ready to return in 2019.  

Thank you to all the parents who took the 

time to contribute to Wayne’s and Tommy’s 

books the children have loved looking 

through the photos seeing all of their 

adventures.  

 (NQA 1,3, 5, 6, & 7) 

PLAYFUL POSSUMS  

1. Christmas 

2. Christmas 

3. Christmas 
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Throughout the 

month of November the children learnt all about 

recycling. They used items themselves and the 

families from the centre have recycled to create 

artwork and construct; they also really enjoyed 

watching a short YouTube video called 

Garbage Trucks for children with Blippi. The 

Playful Possums practiced sorting items into the 

correct bins and learnt why this is important, 

they did very well at this. 

During the month of December the children will 

learn all about Christmas! They will enjoy 

Christmas stories, creating Christmas craft, 

presents and cards. They will learn Christmas 

songs and look at the different ways people 

celebrate Christmas.  

Literacy:  

Xx  

 

Yy 

 

Numeracy:  

Revision of 

numbers 1-10 

Concept:  

Revision of gender and first and last names 

BABY BUNYIPS: 

1. Christmas 

2. Christmas 

3. Christmas 

Throughout 

the month of 

November we 

focused on 

colours. To 

cater to all 

ages in the 

Bunyips room 

we focused on 

colour recognition, verbally saying the names of 

colours and exposing the children to various 

colours through activities such as art and craft, 

construction, books, cognitive and 

manipulative. The children really enjoyed the 

instruments. All of them engaged at this activity 

making sound and learning about tempo. Some 

of the older children named the colours of the 

instruments while others were exposed to the 

bright colours which made the instruments more 

intriguing. 

 

Through 

the month 

of 

December 

we will be 

focusing 

on 

Christmas as it fast approaches. The children 

will engage in lots of fun craft experiences and 

stories, they will also participate in music and 

movement experiences with Christmas songs 

and activities that promote their cognitive and 

manipulative skills with a Christmas theme. 

They will begin to learn about the way people 

celebrate Christmas in different ways and the 

true meaning of Christmas.(NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 
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FUNDAMEMTAL MOVEMENTS  

Throughout the month 

of November, we focused on the fundamental 

movement skill of Galloping. The children learn 

the basic components of the skills and practice 

Galloping. As they participate in different 

activities such as galloping on the music, 

Galloping races and Galloping with horse props. 

 

During the month of December, we will focus 

on the fundamental movement skill of Hopping. 

Educator will demonstrate children the basic 

components of Hopping and encourage them to 

use their foot eye coordination while practice 

Hopping. Children will be encouraged to 

develop this skill by participate in different 

activities such as hopping through obstacles, 

hopscotch and Hopping races. (NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

BUSY BEE 

GRADUATION: 

Wednesday 12th December 

6:45pm 7:00pm START. 

All families are asked to 

BRING A PLATE TO 

SHARE on the night. A reminder to all 

graduating Bees. Parents are asked to arrive 

no later than 6:45 pm. (NQA 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, & 7) 

 
 

BOOKINGS CONFIRMATION 2019 

Confirmation of continuing bookings are 

now finalised. We are currently at 99% 

capacity for 2019. Any changes from now will 

require 2 weeks’ notice from the 7th Jan  

FINAL ACCOUNTS 

Yearly accounts will be finalised on Friday 21st 

December. Fees will not be deducted during the 

2- week close down period. 

CENTRE CLOSURE FRIDAY 

21stDecember.Parents are asked to collect 

between 2:00pm - 2:30 pm. Fees will increase 

in 2019 by $5 to align with the staff wage 

increased that came into effect in July 2018. 

This was discussed with families during our 

Final Parent Forum in 2018.  

 
Bunyips Aviles 8/12 

Possums Hiaan 1/12, Eliza 5/12 

Sebastian 23/12 

Busy Bees Eden 2/7 & Esma 7/12 

FINAL THOUGHT 

 
We wish all our families a 

joyous time with family and 

friends . 

Merry Christmas  

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS 

STAFF 


