
  

Newsletter No 3, 2018 

CENTRE INFORMATION:  
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
2018 HEALTHY LUNCH BOX 
CHAMPIONS  
Our centre Quality Improvement Plan 
identifies improvement goals that the centre 
will focus on for 2018. Healthy eating sustains 
and support children's bodies as they grow. 
Limiting sugary and salty snacks means that 
children can source nutrients from healthy 
option such as fruit, vegetables and dairy. The 
centre supports healthy eating by creating food 
experiences that are vegetarian to respect the 
diversity of cultures at the centre and to 
introduce children to a range of fruits and 
vegetables as healthy snack choices.  

Each month 4 
children will be 
showcased as 
Healthy Lunch Box 
Champions. We 
thank parents for 
supporting the 
centre as we strive 
for healthier 
alternatives for 
children. Healthy 
lunch box slips will 
be placed into 
children lunch boxes 
as a thank you for 
the great efforts of 
our families as we 
work together to 
promote healthy 
eating options. We 
value feedback and 
suggestions so that 

we can continue to create healthy and 
nutritional options for all children. (NQA 1, 2, 3, 5, 

6, & 7). The healthy eating Champions in the 
Playful Possum room for the month of 
February are Claire, Ivy and Kaya. 

WELCOME AFTERNOON TEA: 

 
Your attendance makes the world of 
difference. Thank you to all our 
families who attended.  
The children sang their hearts out to the 
"Wombat Wobble" and "Give me a home 
amongst the gum tress". The children reflected 
on what it means to have a home during 
January and February. Australia is our home 
and we are blessed by the variety cultures that 
are present at JumpStart. In 2018 we rely 
heavily on parental support. This is shown by 
your attendance at our 
afternoon tea 
functions, parents 
support through our 
country of the month 
events, charity events 
such as our Crazy hair 
week and raffle draws 
throughout the year 
along with numerous 
other events. Children 
and staff spend a great 
deal of time preparing 
for these events and 
their faces really light 
up when they can share 
their performances with 
family and friends. 
Please place these 
events in your calendar 
as we embrace 2018 
together as a 
collaborative team. 



  

EASTER EGG 
DONATIONS 

We would be appreciative if 
families could place their Easter 
Egg donations in the foyer by 
Friday 9th March. Your 
support is urgently needed so that we can 
begin to create our Easter baskets.  

EMERGENCY EVACUATION 
During the month of February the children took 
part in an emergency Lock Down. Emergency 
evacuations will occur each month to reduce 
children’s fears in case of an emergency and to 
build their confidence in respect to evacuation 
procedures.  

PARENT INPUT 
We remind all families 
to speak with 
educators and make 
their child the focus for 
the week in respect to our weekly programs. 
Educators welcome parent comments that can 
be included in our weekly programming cycle. 
This allows educators to plan spontaneous 
experiences with children on a daily basis. 
Please share your weekend adventures and your 
child’s interests in respect to their favourite, 
book, song or activity. We really want to know. 
So please take five minutes to speak with your 
child's room educator to share their strengths 
and achievements.  

THE MUSIC 
MAN SHOW  
The children went on 
a musical adventure 
when ‘Greg’’ the  
music man came to 

visit. Greg played instruments and sang songs 
from all over the world. The children sang and 

danced along to the familiar rhymes. It was a 
very enjoyable morning. 

PANCAKE DAY 13TH FEBURARY 
2018 

Each of the rooms 
made some yummy 
pancakes to celebrate 
Pancake Day. The 
children helped to mix 
and shake. Once they 
were cooked, the 

children enjoyed the 
pancakes for afternoon 
tea with a selection of 
toppings such as  
honey, jam  and a 
delicious scoop of  ice 
cream. 
 

VALENTINES DAY 
CELEBRATIONS 14TH FEBURARY   
We celebrated the day through art and craft 

activities. The Bee’s 
created Valentine’s 

Day cards, the 
Possums made craft 
using their hands and 
feet to create love hearts and the Baby Bunyips 
used recyclables such as toilet rolls to 
decorating heart shaped biscuits using pink and 
red icing. They squeezed the icing from the 
small plastic bags creating their very own 
design to give to their valentine. We hope all our 
families enjoyed this delicious treat. 

 



  
A big shout out to Izzy’s mum for taking the 
time to create a 
beautiful 
hairstyle for 
Izzy on 
Valentine’s 
Day. The love 
heart in her hair 
was very 
creative and we 
were all very 

impressed.  

 

FEBRUARY COUNTRY OF THE 
MONTH – CHINA 
Each room has explored China during the month 
of February through craft, cooking and book 
experiences. The Baby Bunyips cooked fried 
rice. The children helped Miss Ashley and Miss 
Sarah add the different ingredients before 
helping mix them together. 
The Playful Possums made rice pudding, the 
children helped add all of the ingredients 
together and The Busy Bees made strawberry 
dumplings, assisting Miss Justine and Miss 
Trish. 

 
As a centre the children enjoyed participating in 
craft experiences such as decorating the Chinese 
flag and making Chinese lanterns.  
(NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, & 7) 

 

 

TELL A FAIRY TALE MONDAY 
26th February 
Fairy tales offer children journeys into magical 
places to experience events beyond their 
imagination. Children's love of books are often 
supported by fantastic story tellers through 
expressive voices. Parents are encouraged to read 
to their child each night to support vocabulary and 
language. So how can you be sure to tell a great 
Story?   Here are a few helpful hints 

 Engage your audience. Children like to participate. 

Have them quack every time the Ugly Duckling is 

mentioned, or make the motions of climbing Jack’s 

beanstalk. 

 Use repetition. This will also keep the kids engaged. 

It not only helps them to remember the story but sets 

them up for the next round of the repeated phrase or 

stanza. 

 Give your characters a voice. Nobody likes a 

monotone storyteller. Buehler, Buehler, Buehler. 

Varying your voice for each character and inflecting 

excitement, sadness and disappointment will create 

drama and stimulate the imaginations of the little 

minds listening to you. 

 Ask questions as you go. It’s a good way to keep 

your story flowing and to gauge the children’s 

listening skills. 

 Find out if someone has a story of their own. You 

might be in the presence of a great storyteller! 
Enjoy your favourite fairy tale with friends and 

family.    

 
The fairy tales enjoyed by the children included 
The Lost Fairy, The Gingerbread Man, Red 
Riding Hood and Snow White and the 7 
Wombats. 

 



  

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN MARCH 
UNDER THE SEA 13th MARCH 
10am  $10 

 

On Wednesday 13th March the children will 
engage in a hands on workshop to investigate 
what creatures live under the water, on the sand 
and within our coastal rocks. Parent's accounts 
will be automatically charge for this incursion. 
Parents with children not attending on this day 
are welcome to attend with an accompanying 
adult.  

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH 
MARCH IRELAND 
St PATRICKS DAY 17th MARCH 
CELEBRATED FRIDAY 16th 

 
The luck of the Irish 
will be celebrated on 
Friday 16th March.  

The children are 
encouraged to dress in green for the day. We 
will be celebrating all things Irish during the 
month of March.  We will be cooking Irish 
soda bread, along with other delicious treats 
and reading stories of about mischievous 
leprechauns. Our craft activities focus on the 
colour green as we centre on all things Irish.  

DEVELOPMENTAL CHECKLISTS 
19th MARCH  

Educators plan best 
when they are aware 
of the 
developmental 
needs of each child. 

As the year progresses children and families 
have settled into their room routines and have 
formed relationships with their educators and 
peers. Our developmental checklists highlight 
children's interests and inform educators in 
respect to intentional teaching experiences that 
support children learning needs  

HARMONY DAY 

Harmony Day 
centers on the 
message that 
“Everyone belongs”, 
reinforcing the importance of inclusiveness 
to all Australians.  

 At Jumpstart 4 Kids this is a significant day 
as we celebrate the diversity of cultures at 
our centre.  

We encourage children to share aspects of 
their culture with us on this day, by wearing 
traditional dress or sharing an aspect of their 
culture with us through a photo, story or 
items to share. May we embrace and 
celebrate Harmony Day together as we 
respect, invite and share our uniqueness with 
each other.  

EASTER HAT PARADE 26th-29th 
MARCH  

Parents are asked 
to create with their 
child at home their 
very own Easter 
Hat for our Easter 
hat parade which 
will be held daily 

Children will display their hats and all children 
will receive a certificate of Participation. This is 
a wonderful way for family to complete s simple 
project at home with your child. We can't wait 
to see your fabulous creations.  

 

 



  

WEEKLY EXPERIENCES  
ROOM STIMULUS AREAS:  
BUSY BEES:  

 
1) Environment 
2) Under the Sea 
3) Easter  
4) Easter 
 
During the month of February the Busy Bees 
explored our front garden. Looking at the 
different types of leaves- exploring the different 
textures and shapes of the leaves. The children 
had a hands on experience at picking the leaves, 
smelling them and touching them. 

 
BUSY BEES PROGRAM FOCUS:  
Throughout the month of March the Busy Bees 
will be focusing on the environment- looking at 
clean up Australia Day. The children will learn 
about why it is important to place their items in 
the bin.  
We will be engaging in experiences and 
activities based around Easter. The children will 
take part in  art and craft experiences as well as 
reading stories. Please remember to bring in 
your Easter Hats for our parade.  

SCHOOL READINESS FOCUS 
LITERACY FOCUS. THE SOUNDS THAT 
OUR LETTERS MAKE PHONICS: 
 
The Busy Bee’s will be focusing on the letters Ii 
and Ff throughout the month of March.  
Ii as in Igloo  
 
Tt as in Table 
 
 
The Busy Bee’s will be 
looking at numbers 5 

(Five) and 6 (Six) during the month of March to 
develop their number recognition and counting 
skills.  

5      6  

Focus on the colour ORANGE. 
Children learn colour by focusing on one colour 
at a time. They learn to identify a collection of 
items that are ORANGE and discount all items 
that are NOT ORANGE 
 
This ball is Orange  

 
This flower is not Orange  
 

 
Pre-Lit 
During the month of March we will be focusing 
on beginning sounds for CVC words such as 
mat, cat, sit, job, single letter sounds and 
blending simple words from print.  
We will be reading: 
Duck in the Truck by Jez Alborough, The Very 
Itch Bear by Nick Bland 
Annie to the rescue by Deborah Niland 
Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss 

COMPANION BEARS BUSY BEES 
& PLAYFUL POSSUMS 
 

 
  

 

 

WAYNE WINCH   
TOMMY TENNIS 
Wayne Winch will be visiting Brandon, 
Patrick and Shanaya. Please remember that 
you are taking Wayne for 1 week only and it 
would be appreciated if families could return 
him back with his book completed with 
photos of his time spent with your family. 
The Busy Bees look through this after each 
visit and love seeing their faces and their 
friends in the book.  



  
Tommy Tennis will be visiting Sebastian, 
Eliza and Liam. We look forward to seeing 
all the wonderful adventures you go on 
together.  
A REMINDER TO ALL FAMILIES THAT 
THE COMPANION BEAR MUST BE 
RETURNED AT THE END OF EACH 
WEEK. (NQA 1,3, 5, 6, & 7) 

PLAYFUL POSSUMS  
1. Careers 

2. Under the Sea 

3. Easter 

4. Easter 

During the month of February the Playful 
Possums enjoyed exploring light using  torches. 
They used window blocks, cellophane and 
shape blocks to experiment how the light 
changes when the objects were placed in front 
of the light. This was lots of fun and very 
interesting! 

 
Throughout the month of March the Possums 
will be exploring under the sea. They will learn 
about the creatures that live under the sea 
through books, dramatic play experiences, art 
and craft and through the Under the Sea Show 
which we are really excited about. 
The children will also have a big focus on 
Easter. The children will share how they 
celebrate and we will celebrate here too, making 
Easter craft, singing songs, reading books 
among others things.  
 
The Possums will be focusing on the letter I and 
the number 5. They will also be focusing on the 
colour yellow and the shape triangle.  

Numeracy: 

Number 5   

Number 6 

Literacy:  

Letter Ii as in Igloo 

Letter F as in Fish 

Concept:  

Colour YELLOW 

Shape Triangle 

Colour GREEN  

Shape Rectangle  

 
BABY BUNYIPS: 

1 & 2. Under the sea 

3 & 4. Easter 

During the month of 
February the Baby Bunyips took an 
interest in recycled materials. They 
used them for building, counting 
and comparing shape and size. 
Miss Ashley and Miss Sarah 
gradually added different 
recyclables including containers, 
tins, milk bottles and bottle lids to 
further develop the children’s 
imagination. We will continue to 
provide these materials 
as the children were very 
interested and gained 
many new skills through 
this activity. We also 
involved the children in 
sensory exploration 
experiences where they had the opportunity to 
play with flour and paint with coloured ice 
cubes.  



  
Through the month of March the Baby Bunyips 
will learn all about the ocean and the creatures 
that live beneath the sea. They will engage in  
craft experiences, songs, stories, sensory 
activities and fine motor activities. We will 
make Easter crafts to help celebrate this special 
occasion. 

The literacy focus will be the words ‘food’ and 
‘drink’ and the numeracy focus will be the 
numbers 2 and 3. We will do this through 
everyday conversation, flashcards, books and 
songs. (NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

Fundamental movement of the month 
During the month of February at Jumpstart4kids 
we focus on the fundamental movement of 
jumping. Children participated in different 
activities and games such as jumping through 
hopscotch, obstacle course and jumping like 
frogs through hula hoops and shapes. Children 
were encouraged to develop and used their skill 
of jumping as they participated in different 
activities. 

 
 

Through the month of 
March will focus on fundamental movement of 
Hopping. Children will be encouraged to 
participate in activities such as hopscotch and 
hopping on Rainbow mats. Educators will 
demonstrate and discuss how hopping is 
different than jumping and help children further 
develop their hopping skills. 

DONATIONS 
We are always appreciative of Donations for 
our Raffles. If families have received any 
unwanted gift over the Christmas period 
please consider the centre. 

 Gifts for our Mother’s Day raffle 
 Books 
 Paper cylinders 
 Old cake tins  
 Ice-cream containers 

 Margarine containers 
 Bottle tops 

BUNYIPS    POSSUMS  
Javier 20/3    Ivy 3/3 
Conner 30/3    Kirpa 18/3 

BEES 
Zalia 3/3 
Peyton19/3 
Arnya 20/3 
Patrick 20/3 

FINAL THOUGHT 
WE value the connection with families. We ask 
that families make a commitment to attending 

activities at the centre so that together we 
create the best learning experiences for all 

children. 

 

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS 
STAFF  

TOGETHER WITH YOUR 
Commit - MINT 
Involve - MINT 

and Encourage - MINT, 
we are sure to have a 

FANTASTIC year! 
Helpful Reminders 

STAR - You always do your best 
Rubber band - flexibility means 
opportunities   
Balloon - Let's have lots of fun  
Toothpick - Pick the best of each 
day 
Yarn -Friendships tie our hearts 

together 
 Together we create the best 
learning experiences for all 

children. Thank you for being 
part of our JumpStart Family in 

2018 


