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CENTRE INFORMATION 

WELCOME BACK 

Miss Trish will be returning from maternity 

leave on Tuesday 5th March . We thank Miss 

Shannen who replaced Trish during her 

maternity leave. Miss Trish will be working in 

the Possums room and Miss Amber will be 

assisting Miss Ashl 

 

ey in the Bunyips room. (NQA 4,5,6&7) 

SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS 

The Blacktown local Business Awards 

acknowledge outstanding local businesses and 

the Educators  who go above and beyond in 

providing exceptional service experiences.  

Last Year JumpStart 4 Kids completed the 

Assessment and Rating Process through 

ACECQA (Australian Children’s Education 

and Care Quality Authority)   achieving  

Exceeding as a Quality rating. Our Philosophy 

located in the foyer embeds the development 

and recognition of all children. In 2019 our 

educators have been undertaking professional 

development by working with specialist 

therapist in areas of speech, behaviour 

guidance and occupational therapy to support 

children and children with additional needs to 

meet their individual outcomes so that all 

children are celebrated for their uniqueness and 

gifts. 

We would be appreciative if families could 

support us in this award by taking a nomination 

form and completing this in the foyer so that 

we can forward nominations for this Award. 

Parents may also like to nominate JumpStart 4 

kids on line at  

https://thebusinessawards.com.au/

business/45939/JumpStart-4-

Kids- 

Paper nominations are available in the foyer. 

Families are invited to complete these forms 

and leave these in the box located in the foyer. 
(NQA 1,2,3,4,5,6&7) 

EASTER DONATIONS 

We would be appreciative if all families could 

donate an Easter 

Egg to our Easter 

Egg raffle by 

Friday 22nd 

March.  We thank 

families who 

have already contributed and encourage all 

families to support us with this fundraiser, 

Donations will be used to support resources for 

children for our door play.  

THANKYOU(NQA 1,2,3,4,5,6&7) 

Thank you  to 

all our families 

who joined us 

on Friday 15th 

February for 

our Welcome 

Afternoon Tea. 

The children spent a great 

deal of time preparing for 

their afternoon presentation 

and we hope that our 

families enjoyed their gift 

as we commence our year 

together. The afternoon was 

a fantastic opportunity for families to speak 

with educators and view their child’s portfolio. 

It is wonderful to see so many of our families 

introducing themselves to others making 

connections. We look forward to many more 

social events and invite all families to share 

their talents , culture , interests and suggestions 

with us as we embrace 2019 together.     

 

Jumpstart 4 Kids 
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ALIVE WITH MUSIC 26th February 

Greg certainly had the beat 

and our JumpStart 4 kids 

keep up the pace as they 

danced , laughed , twirled 

and jumped their way 

through a collection of 

musical  sounds created by musical instruments 

found all around the world. The children were 

quick to discover the names of our Australian 

digeridoo , guitar and flute , but were a little 

apprehensive when it came to traditional 

instrument’s from around the globe such as the 

Bombarde and the Chinese Hammer Dulcimer. 

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR 
Our country of the month for February was 

China . The Playful Possums created exquisite 

Pigs using paper plates to celebrate the Year of 

the Pig. They enjoyed cooking   delicious 

Chinese Cakes made from flour , rice bubbles , 

milk and sugar. The children loved mixing the 

dry and wet ingredients together before taste 

testing them! 

The Busy Bees had lots of fun creating dragons 

using paint and folding paper to join the head 

and tail, they also read the book called Panda 

goes to China.  

The Busy Bees enjoyed using  chick peas and 

spices from our front garden as they cooked 

Chinese 5 spice chick peas. The Bees really 

enjoyed feeling and smelling the different 

ingredients and the crunchy texture of the 

chick peas. 

 

The Baby Bunyips 

made  yummy fried rice. 

The children assisted in 

mixing the ingredients 

together after pouring 

them all into a bowl. 

They were encouraged 

to try some of the rice and vegetables 

separately. The best part was eating it for 

afternoon tea. Yum. (NQA 1,2,5,6&7) 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOM STIMULUS AREAS:  

BUSY BEES: 

1. My Body 

2. Under the Sea 

3. Zoo animals  

4. Our Environment 

Throughout the month of February, the Busy 

Bees learnt all about their emotions and gained 

knowledge of how to express them. They 

created paper plate faces, making them express 

the emotion which they were feeling. The Bees 

read the series When I’m Feeling... which was 

great to help us better 

understand our emotions. 

During March the Busy 

Bees are going to learn 

about their bodies; 

focusing on how we can 

keep our bodies healthy and safe.  



A lot of the children have shown an interest in 

animals so we are going to focus on zoo 

animals, learning about the different types of 

animals we may find at the zoo, what they eat 

and where they live etc.  

SCHOOL READINESS FOCUS 

LITERACY FOCUS. THE SOUNDS THAT 

OUR LETTERS MAKE PHONICS: 

In March, we will focus on the letters I, F, D, 

R, O. We encourage families to practice these 

sounds at home with children to reinforce these 

concepts in the home setting. Parents can play 

simple games like letter hunt at home or 

finding things that start with letter sounds. The 

children love learning through games and 

having families support educator’s with 

concepts increases children’s capacity to learn 

and retain skills. 

 

Numeracy: In March, the school readiness 

program will focus on identifying numbers and 

their corresponding value through games. The 

children loved to do counting but it is 

important that children can identify  number 

values and have the capacity to add single digit 

numbers. Using dice colourful counters 

children will be able to use concrete material to 

manipulate and visualise different 

combinations of numbers and their 

representations in groupings. We encourage 

children to practice writing on the practice 

sheets to find the missing numbers and 

matching numbers with pictures. We will be 

focusing on the numbers 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. We 

request parents to practice counting 

experiences at home to support children’s 

understanding of numbers and their value. 

 
CONCEPT: We are 

introducing some new 

shapes in the month of 

March which will be Oval, 

Octagon, Hexagon, 

Pentagon, Diamond. The 

children will learn about 

them by viewing their sides , counting sides, 

tracing and creating shapes by using different 

sensory experiences such as playdough, 

cutting, sequencing  and matching by playing 

shape bingo. 

 

SIGHT WORDS:  

YOU, MY, FOR, GO, HELP, PLAY, THE, 

SEE 

We are introducing our 

next list of sight words in a 

very interesting manner. 

We play games with sight 

words written on cups by 

introducing them first and 

asking children to find the 

sight word and put one 

pom-pom ball in our word 

cups. We invite parents to reinforce these 

words at home with children so that they can 

retain these words to support their reading 

skills. 

 

Pre-Lit 
In March, our PreLit 

program will include  6 

books: “We are going 

on a bear hunt”, “How 

to catch stars”, “Baby 

broomsticks”, “A 

surprise for Dingo”, 

Ella kazoo will not brush her hair”, “Handa’s 

surprise”.                        

In these books , we talk about short sounds and 

long sounds, short and long words, counting 

words in a sentence and finding first and last 

words in a sentence. We also revise our focus 

letter of the week and focus sight words in this 

program. 

BUSY BEES NEWS  
We encourage children to bring any book to 

speak in front of their peers to build their 

speaking confidence in front of others. They 

can also start with bringing any toy or their 

favourite item and parents should help them to 

prepare their news first at home so that they are 

able to do it independently with more 

confidence in their class room. (NQA 1,2,3,4,5,6&7) 

COMPANION BEARS BUSY BEES 

& PLAYFUL POSSUMS 

 

 

  

 

WAYNE WINCH   TOMMY TENNIS 



Wayne will be visiting Ilona, TJ and 

Brandon and Tommy will be visiting Eliza, 

Harper, Ezekiel and Veer. THE 

COMPANION BEAR MUST BE 

RETURNED AT THE END OF EACH 

WEEK. (NQA 1,3, 5, 6, & 7) 

PLAYFUL POSSUMS   

 

1) Healthy Eating 

2) Keeping fit (Exercise) 

3) Insects 

4) Bugs 

During February the Playful Possums focused 

on looking after our gardens. The children 

looked at different ways in which we can care 

for them. The children loved exploring our 

gardens watering them on a daily basis.  

The Playful Possums really loved reading 

“And Kangaroo played the 

Didgeridoo” by Nigel 

Grey. The children 

requested this story to be 

read daily. 

During March the children will be focusing on 

keeping healthy and they will explore how they 

can support healthy choices through exercise, 

healthy fruits and vegetables and drinking 

water each day. As a class we will practice 

different types of exercise and look at healthy 

food options and why they are important. 

Feelings is another area we will focus on and 

we are going to learn what our emotions are 

and how we can  express our feelings to others. 

Concept: 

Throughout March the Possums will be 

looking at the colours blue and yellow and 

shapes triangle and square.  

 

Yellow                                          Blue  

Triangle   Square 

 

Numeracy and Literacy: 

The children will be focusing on 

Numbers 4 and 5 as well as 

letters T and I.  

 

 

T as in Turtle                  I as in igloo 

BABY BUNYIPS: 

1-2: Under the sea 

3-4: Belonging (Harmony 

day) 

Throughout February, 

we focused on musical 

instruments and farm 

animals due to the 

current interests of the 

children. They had the 

chance to explore sound, music, tempo and 

rhythm using instruments and music from all 

over the world. We extended on this interest 

through the music 

man show which the 

children really 

enjoyed and engaged 

in, being further 

exposed to a variety 

of instruments.  

We created a farm animal display 

incorporating the  crafts the children created 

where they explored their creative skills, 

sensory skills and were exposed to bright 

colours and materials. 

During March our 

focus in the room 

with be on under the 

sea to continue with 

the children’s interest 

in animals as well as 

a focus on belonging 

due to Harmony day. We will explore these 
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topics through books, crafts, songs, and other 

activities of interest for the children. 

YARNING BOOK  

Our book has visited 

Kalani and Eden in 

February and Ryker and 

Grace will be encouraged 

to share some of their stories with us during the 

month of March .(NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

OUTDOOR PLAY FUNDEMENTAL 

MOVEMENTS  

Throughout March, we 

will be focusing on the 

Fundamental Movement 

skill (FMS) of ‘hopping’. 

Children will learn the 

basic concepts and skills 

in relation to hopping 

with encouragement and 

support from educators. 

The children will participate in activities with 

‘hopping’ involved such as hopscotch, hop 

walk, stop game and hopping like an emu as 

they engage in mini activities. Hopping is 

incorporated into indoor transitions as the 

children hop from one activity to another. 

Parents are encouraged 

to practice these skills 

with their children at 

home to further develop 

the FMS ‘hopping’ with 

accuracy and precision. 
(NQA 1,2,3,4,5,6&7) 

READING BIRTH to 5 Years 
https://www.readingfoundation.org/readyforkindergarten 

As part of our 

Quality 

Improvement Plan 

(QIP) educators 

across the centre 

focus on a least 5 

reading experiences 

per day for children 

to engage in. The significance of reading 

extends to children’s use of words and 

extension of vocabulary. Reading stimulates 

the mind and allows children to explore and 

imagine. Parents play a vital part in this 

experience by taking time to read to their child 

each night. The link above provides families 

with an insight into how you can assist your 

child to be ready for school. This start from 

birth. 

Too many children start school behind their 

age cohort. This means that many children 

have the learning capacity of a 3year old when 

they commence school. When children start 

behind their peers it is very difficult for them  

to catch up , but parents and educators can start 

now to ensure that all children transitioning to 

school experience the best outcomes possible. 

SO READ EACH DAY TO YOUR CHILD 
(NQA 1,5,6&7) 

STAFF PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT KEEPING 

CHILDREN SAFE 19th & 20th 

February(NQA 1,2,3,4,5,6&7) 

 

Keeping children safe and building 

environment that protect children’s safety is 

paramount at JumpStart 4 Kids.  

 

Miss Maree and Miss Amie attended 

workshops in February to support Policies that 

protect children and enable our service to be a 

safe place for children and training  in respect 

to resources that aid in teaching children about 

keeping themselves safe.  

 

The Busy Bees and Possums will use the Safe 

book series to support our program on safety. 

These books  support the rights of children and 

promote them having a voice.  

 

• Help children identify the parts of their 

body that are private 

• Help them understand their feelings 

• Encourage them to think about five people 

who they trust to help them if they feel 

scared, sad or upset 

 

https://www.readingfoundation.org/readyforkindergarten
https://www.readingfoundation.org/readyforkindergarten


The books are designed 

for services providing 

early childhood education 

to children aged 2-6. Miss 

Amie will support staff to 

implement the protective 

behaviours program 

effectively at JumpStart. We encourage 

families to view the  office of the Children’s’ 

Guardian to support children’s safety. 

https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/ 

4th March Screeners for the Busy Bees 

room commence 

The Busy Bees have commenced the school 

readiness Program and it is fantastic to see the 

number of children who have identified letter 

names.  letters sound and numbers. To best met 

the needs of children progressing to school in 

2019 the Busy Bee staff will complete one on 

one screeners with children to determine their 

prior knowledge now that they have settled 

into their new environment  Educators will use 

this information to develop and program 

activities to meet the needs of children who 

require extension or repetition of skills. It is 

important that all children develop proficiency 

and confidence with foundation skills. This 

information will be relayed to families so that 

they can support their child with foundation 

skills within the home setting.  

St Bernadette’s Open Night  

Please view flyer in foyer 

PARENT FORUM 

TUESDAY 26th March  
Our parent forums are an informal way for 

families to connect with the centre directors 

and educators to make suggestions and provide 

feedback in respect to the centre operations  

programs and delivery of services for children 

and families. Parents play a vital role in 

JumpStart and we value your insights and 

experience. We invite all families to take 

parent in our First Parent Forum for 2019 by 

sharing a light afternoon tea with us from 4:30-

5:00  for session 1 and from 5:00- 5:30  for 

session 2. Parents are welcome to add 

comments prior to  these times as Directors 

will be available to speak with parents from 

2:30 – 6:00pm . Parent across the week can 

share their thoughts informally at any time. 
(NQA 1,2,3,4,5,6&7) 

WHATS HAPPENING IN 

MARCH  

5th - Shrove Tuesday – Pancake 

Tuesday  

11th -Easter Raffle tickets provided to 

families 

12th - Under the sea Show 10:00am 

18th - St Patricks Day Celebrations  

21st - Harmony Day  

APRIL 

Preschool Photo 2nd and 4th April  

DONATIONS EASTER & 

MOTHERS DAY  

We ‘would be  appreciative of Donations for 

our Easter and Mother’s Day Raffles. 

Recyclable items that we can reuse for our 

craft, indoor and outdoor play experiences 

are always appreciated. If families have 

received any unwanted gift over the 

Christmas period, please consider the 

centre. 

 
Bees- Peyton 19/3 

Possums  Ivy 3/3,  Kirpa 18/3,  Javier 20/3 

FINAL THOUGHT 

“Teaching is not about answering questions 

but about raising questions – opening doors 

for them in places that they could not imagine.” 

Remember to ask your child questions about 

their day , encourage them to explain the ‘why” 

so that they learn as investigators who can 

solve, analyse and create solutions. 

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS 

STAFF 

https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/

