Jumpstart 4 Kids
Newsletter No4, 2020 APRIL
CENTRE
INFORMATION
CORONAVIRUS
INFORMATION TO
FAMILIES
Information
is
changing daily. As a
service we advise that
on arrival to the centre all families wash
their hands and their child’s hands in the
handwashing sink located in the kitchen. At
the conclusion of each day we ask that
parents wash their hands prior to entering
and collecting children. Educators will
support children with hand washing:
•
At the start and end of each mealtime
•
After going to the toilet
•
After playing outside
Sing Happy Birthday Twice when completing
effective handwashing or sing the song
Wash Washy Clean “Now the back of the
hands, it’s such a simple plan, We
washy washy clean, scrub scrub
Clean the base of the thumbs one by
one Then the back of the fingers
this
is
fun!.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxlQn7KaCNU

As we are updated with information, we will
provide this to families. It is important that
families remain calm. JumpStart 4 Kids is part
of your child’s daily routine. Children can
experience a heightened sense of fear during
times of unrest. Children will have challenges
with expressing their feelings, thoughts and
emotions. Maintaining your child’s daily
routines will assist children through this period
of unrest and allow parents to provide for their
families. If our centre is closed by Government
directives families will not pay fees. All
children’s bookings will remain open and
families will recommence when forced
closures are lifted. Until this time, we will
ensure that all educators are actively cleaning,
disinfecting and following health and safety
directives outlined by NSW health to ensure
that each child is safe , happy and well cared
for.

(NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7)

POSTPONED EVENTS
To ensure that children , families and educators
are safe we will postpone events that heighten
the risk for our JumpStart community. Photos ,
soccer programs, shows and extracurricular
activities that invite outside business will cease
so that we can focus on the needs of our
families.

QUALITY
IMPROVEMENT PLAN
FINALISTS
SMALL
BUSINESS AWARDS
Thank you to all our families who supported us
in the Nominations for the small business
awards. We are now finalist for this award for
Early Childhood services . (NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7)

EASTER HAT PARADE 6 -9th April

Get ready . Be creative . We can’t wait to see
the exciting creations that families make with
their children at home in preparation for our
Easter Hat Parade. Each day the children will
Parade their Hats at 10:30. Children who
participate will receive a Certificate to
congratulate them on their inspiring designs
and creativity. This is a great opportunity for
families to relive the fun of Easter and share
time with their chid creating something that is
sure to be outstanding.

EASTER RAFFLE
We remind families to
return their Easter Egg
Raffle
tickets
by
Wednesday 8th .
Our
centre will be closed On Good Friday 10th
April and Easer Monday 13th April. We look
forward to welcoming all our families back
after the Easter break on Tuesday 14th April.

SOCCER TRIAL 3rd MARCH
Gabriel from I
Football
attended our
service to train
our
very
energetic Busy
Bees and some
of
our
Possums
in
ball skills and
Fundamental
Movement
Skills. Balancing , hopping, Jumping, running ,
striking and kicking were just some of the
skills that the chidren enjoyed during their 30
minute program.
We
will
offer
this
program in
Spring
to
accommodate
the
large
number of families
who expressed their
interest.
Educators
will continue to use
our front carpark to
deveop gross motor
skills for children as
they
build
their
physical skills, ability
to
listen
to
instructions,
take
turns as they focus of
proficiency
and
accuracy . (NQA 1,2,3,5,6,7

UNDER THE
MARCH

rocks, water and a
paddle pool where they had opportunity to feel
the texture of different sea creatures and
different things that belongs to the sea.

KOALA FUNDRAISER
Throughout the month of March, we worked
together with our families to collect as many
cans and bottles as we could to raise money for
Koalas in need after the Bushfires. The
children were really concerned about how they
could make a difference and their efforts were
really acknowledged by Western Sydney Zoo.
(NQA 1,2,3,5,6,7)

SEA

SHOW

19th

On Thursday 19th March Shane came to
Jumpstart to represent the Under the Sea show.
All the children
enjoyed the hands-on
experience as they learnt about different sea
creatures including their appearance, habitat
and what they eat. The children had
opportunities to explore 4 different areas- sand,

th

On Tuesday 17 Louie from
Sydney Zoo came to visit the
children at Jumpstart and
accepted a cheque for $133.10
that we raised for the Koalas.
Louie explained to the children
that the money we raised would
go to towards new water towers
to be placed in the Blue Mountains region for
the koalas to be able to access water safely.
Sydney Zoo donated a plush Koala and
colouring books about mammals to Jumpstart.

HARMONY DAY 20th MARCH

Celebrating Harmony Day
offers
children
opportunities to showcase
their culture, appreciate the
differences and uniqueness
of each other and share
festivals, traditions and
dress.
Acceptance
,
appreciation and valuing
each other allows us to
broaden our understanding
and respect for all cultures. We thank all our
children who showcased their cultures and
wore orange as a
symbol of Harmony
The children sang
https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=JD0we
QAg8ew Hello from
around the world as
they celebrated the joy of coming together as
one . (NQA 1,2.5.6.7)

ST
PATRICKS
DAY
COUNTRY
OF
THE
MONTH
IRELAND
The Busy Bees created
Spectacular
rainbows
spilled into pots of gold exhibiting their colour
recognition skills as they identified the colours
of the rainbow. They created shamrocks
collages using different shades of green. As a
part of St Patricks Day celebrations, the Busy
Bees cook green pancakes which they enjoyed
eating
during
afternoon
tea.

In the Possums room we made Irish soda bread

muffins. The children explored mathematical
concepts as they used measurement when
gathering the ingredients to mix into the bowl.
The children explored cause and effect as they
saw the ingredients go in the bowl and after
some mixing and stirring, the mixture was
more solid. They used their fine motor skills to
scoop a small amount of the mixture into the
patty cases. They really enjoyed them, nice and
warm straight out of the oven.
We made lots of different crafts. One of them
was a rainbow which they made coming out of
a pot of gold using their fingertip to create the
pattern. They explored an array of colours. We
also made some shamrocks using marbles and
green paint of course. Educators spoke with the

children about St Patricks day as they explored
a world of green.

Our Bunyips made green jelly. Camryn and
Ezra were so excited to mix and stir as Miss
Manu and Miss Francesca poured cooled water
into the crystal mix. Our Bunyips demolished
their green Jelly treat for afternoon tea. A very
pleasurable experience. (NQA 1,2.5.6.7)

PARENT INPUT PARENT FORUM
3RD MARCH

We thank all our
families
who
supported us at
our Parent Forum
on Tuesday 3rd
March. We are always open to ideas and value
the suggestions of families . Our Hallway QIP
provides families with an ongoing opportunity
to record suggestions , so please feel free to
record your thoughts , ideas and suggestions as
we work together to make JumpStart 4 Kids a
great place for learning,
fun, friendships,
and
continuing relationships
that
support
and
encourage each of us as
we strive to achieve the
best
outcomes
for
children in our care. (NQA
1,2.3,4,5,6,7)

PARENT HELPERS
As part of our Quality
Improvement plan for
2020
we
are
encouraging families to
share
their
skills,
interests and ideas with
educators.
Learning
takes
place
by

exposing children to a range of experiences
that promote questions , inquiry and
investigations . Marty , Ilona’s grandmother
gathered our Playful Possums and Bees for a
group reading of the Book , “ The very Cranky
Bear” by Nick Bland.
Children love to have books read to them.
Grandparents offer a magical insight into
storytelling and we are appreciative of our
families and extended families who offer their
support at JumpStart. We encourage families to
offer reading experiences, craft ideas , yogi or
play sessions with the children as we build
children exposure to a range of activities and
interests. Please speak with educators to
organise a time that is suitable to support your
child room environment. (NQA 1,5,6,7)

DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENERS
The Possums and
the Bees have been
completing
developmental
screeners
throughout
the
month of March.
These
screeners
identify children’s skills for numeracy:
numbers, rote learning , counting and counting
number groupings ; letter sounds and names;
shape and colour recognition along with
educator feedback in regard to their play and
developmental areas.

LANGUAGE SCREENERS
Language includes preposition words such as
on , in , under , besides,
between
,
though.
These words allow
children to identify
positions . Through
books such as “We’re
Going on a bear Hunt
child learn words and
the meanings of words. Our Language
screeners identify the receptive and expressive
language skills that children have developed.
(NQA 1,5,6,7).

Educators use these screeners
to develop opportunities within
their programs to build
vocabulary gaps for children so that through
exposure they will develop skills and meet
their developmental milestones . We encourage
all families to read to their children each night
to build their appreciation of books , words ,
vocabulary and expression .

PORTFOLIO OUTCOME SHEETS
In April Educators
will be consulting
with families to
develop outcomes for
April – June. Parents
and educators reflect
on
the
learning
experiences
for
children and their goals for the next three
months.
Educators then plan experiences around these
outcomes to ensure that children are exposed to
experiences that best suit their needs and
interest on an individual level. We encourage
all families to speak with their child educators
so that we can work collaboratively to plan
experiences for the individual needs of each
child.
(NQA 1,3, 5, 6, &7)

ROOM STIMULUS AREAS:
BUSY BEES:
1.
Easter
2.
Easter
3.
Life cycles
4.
Australia/Anzac Day
5.
Insects
During the month of March the Busy Bees
focused on learning about the environment and
sustainability. They assisted their educator to
set up the worm farm and compost bin as well
as participate in various activities including
arts and craft and rubbish sorting. They read
different stories on sustainability and recycling
to further their understanding. The Busy Bees

focused on space by engaging in interactive
experiences including arts and craft, science
and construction.
In the month of April, we will be focusing on
Easter and Anzac Day celebrations. Educators
will plan the programs based on these
celebrations and how people in Australia and
around the world celebrates these special
occasions and why.

SCHOOL READINESS FOCUS
As the school holidays approaching in the
April, we will be revisiting all our previous
literacy, numeracy and concepts during the
month of April and this what we would
encourage families to with their children at
home during school holidays.
LITERACY FOCUS. PHONICS:
During the month of April, we also will be
focussing on the letters G and L. Children will
be encouraged to identify these letters and the
sound each letter makes though different
activities.

The sight words that we will be focusing on
during April are Not, Can, Said and Look.
These will be introduced to children through
literacy games like sight words memory, fill in
the missing letter of the sight word or build a
sight word using letter tiles.
NUMERACY:

This month we will be focusing on the
numbers 10 and 11. Children will be
encouraged to identify numbers through school
readiness activities such as throwing a bean
bag focusing on each number every week or
identifying numbers using number flash cards.
Counting activities will be encouraged with
hands on materials such as paddle pop sticks or
seashells. Children will also be encouraged to
count during transitions or play experiences
like counting and jumping on the spot or
running on the spot.
CONCEPT:
This month we will focus on the shapes
Rhombus
and
Semi circle. The
colours we will
focus on are
White and Black.
Educators will be
incorporating
learning through
playing games such as shape or colour hunt or
building a shape using the counters.
BUSY BEES NEWS NO TOYS.
During the news groups we focus on the busy
bees’ language and self-confidence and to
further promoting upon this we request
families not to bring in toys to present their
news instead we suggest families to bring in
either a picture, drawing or story books that
your child can talk or share some information
about with other children. (NQA 1,2.3,5,6,7)

OUR CENTRE COMPANION
BEARS BUSY BEES & PLAYFUL
POSSUMS
PARAMEDIC PETE & NURSE NATASHA

In the Busy Bees, Paramedic Pete and Nurse
Natasha had fun adventure at Tyler, Claire,
Eloise and Ezra’s house. They cannot wait for

their next fun visit to Ayaaz, Kaya, Liam and
Hannah.
PATIENT PATRICK
&SCHOOL GIRL
JESSICA

Patient
Pete and
School girl Jessica have
enjoyed an extended stay
at Molly and Khushal’s
home. Our friends are missing them and cannot
wait for their turn. Please remember to return
them after 1 week of spending time with them
so that all of our friends can have some time
with them. Charlotte, Vedavyasa and Nate look
forward to spending some time with our
companion bears in April.
It is important to return our Companion
Bears after 1 week, so all children can enjoy
this experience. We can’t wait
to see what adventures our
Bears go on.
(NQA 1, 3, 5, 6, & 7)

ROOM STIMULUS
PLAYFUL POSSUMS
1.
Easter
2.
Shapes
3.
Anzac Day
4.
Dinosaurs
During March we focused on the St Patrick’s
day celebration. The children created crafts
including shamrocks, rainbows and pots of
gold. During the
craft
time,
educators
took
the opportunity
to talk with the
children
about
the meaning of St
Patricks day.

We asked Molly how she
celebra
tes St
Patrick’s day with her
family, and she shared
that with her peers. We
also focused on space.
This was a lot of fun as the children made their
own planets after viewing images of the solar
system, they also made their own version of an
Alien during a craft experience.
The children used their creative thinking to
create an alien as to how they believe an alien
will look. We
also had a strong
focus
on
sustainability.
We used egg
cartons
for
sorting shapes
and
colours,
used
recycled
lids
for
painting and sorting,
and
used
recycled
materials to build with.
The children all had
turns at feeding the
worms and using the
worm bins each day and
taking care of the garden by watering it.
In April we will focus on Easter and Anzac
Day. Educators will read books, plan crafts and
conduct discussions about the meaning of these
holidays. We will also have a strong focus on
shapes and dinosaurs. We will integrate these
subjects into the program for the children to
explore in a variety of ways including through
construction, dramatic, creative and cognitive
experiences. By doing so, we are able to
capture the interest of each child and they have
the opportunity to learn in their preferred way.
CONCEPT

Pink &

Colours:
purple

Shapes: Oval and star

LITERACY
Letter Dd

& Rr

NUMERACY
Number 7 & 8

BABY BUNYIPS
STIMULUS:
1: Easter
2: Easter
3: Australia/ Anzac Day
4: Australia / Anzac Day
During the month of
March the Baby
Bunyips focused on
creatures under the
sea and nature.
They participated in
craft activities and experiences including
sensory
experiences
involving water
play,
sea
creatures and a
nature tub with
dirt, sand, leaves,
rocks and water ,
so children could
explore their environment. Educator assisted
children with their leprechaun footprints as part
of St. Patricks day.
In the month of April
the Bunyips will focus
on Easter and Anzac
Day crafts. Educators
will read
books

exploring the meaning of these events and why
we celebrate these holidays.
The literacy focus will be on the word’s ‘food’
and ‘up’ and the numeracy focus will be on the
numbers ‘4’ and ‘5’.
(NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7)

YARNING BOOK
The Yarning book will be
out to visit odeya and
Arya. We can’t wait to
share our stories .

OUTDOOR PLAY
FUNDAMENTAL MOVEMENT
Throughout the month of
March at Jumpstart we
focused on developing the
Fundamental
Movement
Skill of Catching. The
children focussed on this
skill
through
various

catching expericnes both indoors and outdoors.
During April the children will Focus on
developing the Fundamental Movement skill of
Kicking. The children will do this through
playing kicking games both indoors and
outdoors. (NQA 1,2.,3,5,6,7)

THANKYOU
We wish to thank all our
families who continue to
support us with effective
handwashing at JumpStart .
By washing your hands-on
arrival with your child prior to
entering care environments for
children you reduce
the risk and spread of
any infection . This
practice will remain
at our service as part
of best practice for
the safety and well
being of children.
Teaching
children

self-care and personal hygiene is a
collaborative approach for educators and
families.

What have we
been
doing
DAILY?
Disinfecting
all
surfaces,
tables,
bedding
cots,
ledges,
door
handles, cupboard
surfaces,
nappy
change toilet / bathroom areas, windows etc
Our centre is cleaned throughout the day and at
the conclusion of each day to ensure that
children have a safe place to be .
We appreciate that families are washing their
hands when collecting children and prior to
signing in and out each day.
The iPad is cleaned routinely throughout the
day and sprayed with disinfectant .

Bunyips Brodie 14/4 Bees Veer24/4
Possums Rubaad 4/4 Jorawar 6/4
Nathaniel 7/4Vedavyasa 29/4
FINAL THOUGHT
In times of the unknown we are all struggling
to know what is best, but we are actively taking
advice and putting into action every action to
retain the safety of all or families. We thank
families who continually support us and thank
educators for the great work that they do on a
day to day basis. Keeping routines and
providing experiences for children reduces
their anxiety and allows them to cope best with
our present circumstances. Collectively our
hearts are in the same place and that is the
well being and care for children.
“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed people can change
the world. Indeed. It is the only thing that
ever has.” – Margaret Mead.

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS
STAFF

