
 

 

    Newsletter No 10, 2020 OCTOBER 

CENTRE INFORMATION 

BLACKTOWN 

SMALL BUSINESS 

AWARDS WINNER 
(NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

YES, WE WON  

 

We are proud to announce that JumpStart 4 Kids 

won the Inaugural Blacktown City Council 

Small Business Awards for Sustainability in 

2020. This is a testament to the educators, 

children and families who consistently support 

us by donating recyclable materials for our play-

based learning experiences, and our community 

interest in our vegetable garden, worm farm and 

compost bin. Caring for our environment has 

been a real focus for our centre with children 

taking a real interest in our garden and worm 

farms. Children love to explore the homes of our 

wriggly friends to keep them fed and watered 

each day. Our gardens are constantly fertilised 

with delicious worm tea and children and 

families have enjoyed produce from our gardens 

to share with family and friends. This was a 

great achievement for our JumpStart 

community, so thankyou to all our families, 

children and educators who continue to care and 

nurture our environment.  

PARENT INPUT SOME DELICIOUS 

TREATS. WHAT DID YOU COOK? 

We are always excited to see the beautiful 

dishes that our families make with the fresh 

produce from our vegetable garden. Sebastian 

enjoyed Spinach Quiche. Kaya’s mum Nidhi 

made a delicious creamy spinach pasta, while 

Avni and Vrisha enjoyed spinach Gozleme. 

Miss Maree made creamy spinach risoni and 

Miss Jaina made a variety of Indian spiced 

dishes for her families with our fresh Spinach. 

We invite all families to take produce at any 

time from our garden to enjoy with families. 

Eden used some of our Spinach for her pet 

parrot as very special treat.   

  

(NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

SPEECH SCREENERS 9th 

October 
On Friday 9th 

October Sally Hanna 

will conduct Free speech screeners 

for children from 3-5 years who have been 

identified with language needs. Parents must 

return a permission slip prior to assessments 

taking place. These screeners will allow 

families to receive a professional screener free 

of charge and the opportunity to speak with a 

qualified Speech therapist to support children’s 

language needs as they build their receptive and 

expressive language skills. We thank Sally for 

her continued support of time to our service as 

we connect with our community to support the 

needs of children and families. 



VISION EYE SCREENING 

Wednesday 14th OCTOBER 9:00 am  

 

All children ages 4 year will be able to take part 

in the NSW STEPS eyesight preschool 

screening. Parents will be asked to complete a 

permission form and return this prior to the 14th 

October. This is a fantastic opportunity for 

children and families to ensure that children 

commence kindergarten with vision that 

supports engaged learning. Being able to see 

visuals and to identify teacher instructions and 

the classroom board allows children to reach 

their full potential. Parents will receive 

notification and support for any follow up needs 

in respect to their child’s vision needs on the 

day.  We invite families to speak with educators 

if they have any concerns in relation to this Free 

screening opportunity hosted at Jumpstart 4 

kids. (NQA 1,2,3, & 5) 

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH 

INDONESIA (NQA 1,3, 5, 6, &7)  

Our cultural cooking 

experience around the globe 

took us to Vietnam in 

September. Traditional 

Vietnamese cooking is greatly 

admired for its fresh 

ingredients, minimal use of dairy and oil, 

complementary textures, and reliance on herbs 

and vegetables. This was a fantastic opportunity 

for children to use fresh produce from our 

garden and to support our Munch and Move 

message of fresh fruits and vegetables. Many of 

the Vietnamese dishes are made with rice 

noodles, rice papers and rice flour instead of 

wheat. This is fantastic for children who may 

have wheat intolerance. 

The Bunyips enjoyed making the banana 

smoothie with Miss Samantha all the babies 

clearly observed Miss Samantha while she was 

making the smoothie. Miss Samantha 

encouraged the children to peel the banana and 

once they done Miss Samantha put the banana 

in the blender with some ice cream and milk and 

blended it together. All the children drank the 

smoothie and the 

non-dairy eater 

had just banana.  

The Possums all 

assisted Miss 

Shannon, Miss 

Chloe, and Miss 

Bianca in making 

a Vietnamese Fried 

Noodles and Sliced 

Vegetable dish including 

Ramen Noodles, 

Shallots, Butter, 

Broccoli, Spring Onion, 

Coriander, Snow Peas, 

Spinach, Broad Beans, and Soy Sauce. The 

Playful Possums 

enjoyed sourcing the 

Spinach and Broad 

Beans from our very 

own vegetable garden 

that the children 

handpicked and washed 

themselves. The children developed in their 

sharing and turn-taking skills as they took turns 

in adding ingredients and mixing them together. 

The children also 

developed their 

social skills and 

knowledge of the 

importance of 

demonstrating care 

and nurture for our 

environment and nature as we explored the front 

vegetable garden and engaged in group 

discussions and interactions through 

involvement in grouped games and stories such 

as ‘The Coconut Boy’ to better demonstrate our 

passion to connect with the Vietnamese culture 

and development of understanding diversity.  

Using their great 

listening skills, the 

Busy bees 

masterfully created 

rice paper rolls using 

Lettuce, Mint leaves, 

Coriander Springs, Dry 

Rice Vermicelli Noodles, 

Shredded Carrots, Sliced 



 

Cucumber and Sheets of Rice 

paper. Children build upon their 

knowledge of healthy eating as 

they discuss the 

importance of 

eating fresh food 

and include 

vegetables in their 

meals. Busy bees 

build upon their 

turn taking skills as they patiently wait for their 

turn and assist Miss Bethany to fill the Rice 

paper sheets with their choice of vegetables and 

dry rice vermicelli noodles. Children explore 

their sensory skills as they feel the texture of dry 

rice paper sheets before cooking and wet texture 

of rice paper sheets after they soak them in the 

water. They build upon their knowledge of 

Vietnamese culture by colouring in Vietnamese 

flag, how to say hello and goodbye in 

Vietnamese language and making a Vietnamese 

flags using coloured paper. 

During October we will explore Indonesian 

cuisine. Indonesia is composed of 

approximately 6,000 populated islands with 

more than 300 ethnic groups calling Indonesia 

home. Indonesia's cuisine mostly includes rice, 

noodles, and soup dishes.  

Our recipes will be on display  for a week prior 

to our cooking experiences to allow parent to 

consult with staff if they have any concerns 

about ingredients for children safety, We ask all 

families to speak with educators if they would 

like any recipes changed to best suit the needs 

of all children.  

HALLOWEEN DISCO WEEK 

This year we are unable to host our Annual 

Family Halloween disco. This year we will have 

a disco during outdoor play each day between 

10:15 – 11:00am from Monday 26th – Friday 

30th October.  

We encourage children to come dressed as their 

favourite Halloween or book character for the 

week. We would be appreciative if families 

could donate a packet of wrapped lollies or 

small pass the parcel treats that we could use for 

outdoor games across this week. We know that 

all the children will have a great time with 

broom races, discos dancing, limbo challenges, 

mummy wrapping, pin the smile on the ghost 

and of course collecting treats from our Pinatas. 

We encourage all families to support our Disco 

week as we celebrate with children and share 

some crazy moves on our backyard dance floor.  

BUSY BEE GRADUATION 

CELEBRATION. IT’S A GO 

This year our graduation 

will take place over 2 days 

with 2-time session 

allocated for each day with 

a maximum of 5 children 

per time slot. Each child 

will be able to have in 

attendance 2 guests to 

maintain social distancing.   

8th December  4:30 -5:00pm  

5:30pm – 6:00pm  

9th December  4:30 -5:00pm  

5:30pm – 6:00pm  

We have been communicating with families and 

like you understand the significance of this 

event.  

We hope that this will provide our children and 

families with a celebratory moment that can be 

shared, treasured, and remembered. We would 

ask that families nominate a time and nominate 

2 guests on the schedule located in the patio 

area. This will allow our Busy Bees to dress in 

their graduation gowns and to receive their 

graduation certificates and gifts with their 

family. A visual presentation will encapsulate 

our graduates and celebrate each child’s 

achievements. 

Time schedules will be strictly adhered to with 

temperatures and hand sanitising measures 

instigated to ensure the safety of all guests, 

educators, and children. We would be 

appreciative if families could complete their 

nominated times and dates by Friday 6th 

November. (NQA 1,2,3,5, 6, &7) 

 



PARENT FORUM Tuesday 13th 

OCTOBER 

What a year. Our final 

Parent Forum will 

highlight the year and 

seek suggestions and 

feedback in respect to 

children’s incursion, 

learning experiences and improvements for the 

centre as we commence our Quality 

Improvement Plan for 2021. We would like to 

invite parents into our foyer to discuss agenda 

items. We will adhere to social distancing 

within designated time slots. Minutes from this 

meeting will be provided with the November 

newsletter. (NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

PREPARING FOR OUR QUALITY 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2021 (NQA 

1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

Our October staff meeting will focus on 

completing the 

ACECEQA self-

assessment tool as 

we prepare for our 

2021 QIP. We will 

share this document 

with families at our 

Parent Forum and 

thank families in 

advance for their collaboration and support and 

we continue to make adjustment to meet the 

needs of children, families, educators, and our 

community.  

ROOM STIMULUS AREAS:  

BUSY BEES: (NQA 1,2,3, &5) 

1. Farm Animals 

2. Space 

3. Sport 

4. Friends and Families 

5. Halloween 

 

During the month of September Busy bees 

further extended their knowledge and 

exploration of world around them by learning 

about world around us. At the beginning of the 

month as we welcome spring Busy Bees learn 

all about seasons through participating in 

various experiences such as beach and 

gardening dramatic play where children discuss 

how weather changing from cold to warm and 

what sort of clothes, they should be wearing, 

educators also discuss importance of sun safety 

with warmer days. Children 

further their understanding 

on seasons by participating 

in seasons tree craft where 

they created 4 different trees 

representing each season as 

well as experiment melting 

ice with warm water. 

Children further their 

knowledge with their exploration on bugs and 

insect by participating in insect/bugs small 

world play using bugs 

and insects and natural 

loose parts. They also 

watch videos on bugs 

and insects on projector 

which build on their 

understanding on 

insect life cycles and how insects are different 

to other animals. Children highlight their 

knowledge of insects as they participate in 

insect hunt identifying insects and discussed the 

difference between each insect. Towards the 

end of the month busy bees learn about the 

community helpers and their favourite 

experiences were doctor’s dramatic play and 

emergency helpers’ dramatic play highlighting 

their knowledge of community helpers.  

In the month of October Busy Bees will 

continue their exploration of world around them 

and their interest in the animals by learning 

about farm animals. Children will further their 

knowledge on farm and 

farm animals by 

discussing what animals live on the farm? 

Creating a small farm world using farmhouses, 



 

farm animals and blocks. We 

will learn about what food 

comes from farms and how 

farm animals and farmers are helpful for us on 

everyday basis. Busy Bees will learn about 

space as a part of space week to further their 

knowledge on outer space and solar system 

through participating in experiences such as 

creating or drawing a solar system, building or 

completing patterns using planet pictures, 

building space elements such as rocket, space 

station and aliens using construction resources. 

Children will further their understanding and 

knowledge of people and cultures around them 

by learning about friends and families and 

participating in Halloween celebrations. 

Children will be encouraged to dress up 

throughout the week and participate in various 

music and movement experiences as a part of 

Halloween celebrations and create different art 

and craft. 

 

SCHOOL READINESS FOCUS 
LITERACY FOCUS. PHONICS: 

During the first two weeks of October we will 

be revisiting and revising the letters we have 

focussed on 

throughout term 

3. The children 

will be 

encouraged to 

identify the letters 

and the sounds 

each letter makes 

through games like letter bingo and alphabet 

memory and matching games. The last three 

weeks of October we will focus on the letters D, 

R and O. The children will be introduced to 

these letters through intentionally taught school 

readiness groups lead by the Busy Bee 

educators. The children 

will be encouraged to 

identify the letters D, R, O, 

and the sounds they both 

make. They will 

participate in tracing and 

writing activities 

developing their pencil 

grasp and writing ability as 

well as their knowledge of 

these letters. The children will make connection 

to the letter sounds through identifying words 

beginning with each letter. 
 

 

NUMERACY:  

Through the first two weeks of October the 

children will be revising numbers 21 to 30. 

Children will be encouraged to identify each 

number and develop their counting skills as they 

create identify the number and count up to 30 

using their voices in different ways or 

performing different 

movements. The children 

will participate in numeracy-

based games like number 

bingo, sequencing numbers 

using number lines and 

numeracy board games that 

encourage counting and 

number recognition. 

Through the last three weeks in October the 

children will focus on the numeracy concepts 

including addition and subtration of single digit 

numbers. Educators will use dice and counters 

to do simple addition and encourage children to 

perform simple addition and subtraction facts by 

adding the objects or removing the objects using 

loose parts, counters, and number flash cards. 

CONCEPT: 
During the first two weeks in October we will focus 

on revisiting and revising the concepts we focussed 

on during term 3. The children will play games like 

shape or colour bingo, shape matching, and I spy 

colour games. The children will be encouraged to 

name and identify the shapes and colours as well as 

develop an understanding of 

the properties of each shape. 

During the second half of 

October we will focus on the 

shapes Rhombus, Square 

and Circle and colours 

Black, Red and Blue. The 

children will be encouraged 

to name and identify each 

colour and shape and 

develop an understanding of the properties of each 

shape. These will be taught in play-based learning 

activities such as making and creating the shapes 

with play dough or paddle pop sticks or participating 

in a colour scavenger hunt. 

SIGHT WORDS  

 

WK 1 Revision  

WK 2 Revision 

WK 3 A And 

WK 4 I Me 

WK 5 My In 



We will focus on revising the sight words taught 

throughout term 3 and the new sight words as 

listed above. These will be introduced using 

flashcards and taught through play-based 

literacy games - matching the words using 

magnetic letters or copy the words using 

rainbow colours.   

BUSY BEES NEWS NO TOYS. 

Busy Bees news group is a time for encouraging 

and developing children’s verbal language skills 

and confidence. Bring in a photograph, drawing 

or artwork they create at home to share for news. 

This photograph might be of something you did 

on the weekend, a holiday you went on 

previously, a new family member, a pet or even 

just a family photo. NO TOYS  

OUR CENTRE COMPANION 

BEARS BUSY BEES & PLAYFUL  

POSSUMS 

PARAMEDIC PETE & NURSE NATASHA 

 

 

 

 

 

In the month of September 

Paramedic Pete and Nurse Natasha had fun 

visits to Veer and Ayaaz’s house. They loved 

their time at Veer and Ayaaz’s house visiting 

their family members and friends. 

 

Paramedic Pete and Nurse Natasha are looking 

forward for their next adventure to Kirpa and  

William’s homes. We would like to remind our 

families to bring in the companion bears back in 

a week so that children can share the experience 

with their peers. 

PATIENT PATRICK & SCHOOL GIRL  

JESSICA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Throughout the month of September Patient 

Patrick went to visit Romeo. He enjoyed 

watching movies, playing outside on the swing, 

and going to the shops. School Girl Jessica 

enjoyed visiting Oska. We look forward to her 

returning very soon. 
(NQA 1, 3, 5, 6, & 7) 

ROOM STIMULUS 

PLAYFUL POSSUMS  

  

1. What is in the Garden? 

2. My Body  

3. On the Farm 

4. Friends and Family 

Halloween 

Throughout the month of 

September, the Playful 

Possums followed up from 

the art show and explored 

jungle animals. The children 

engaged in experiences such 

as dramatic play using 

the jungle animals in 

tubs filled with sand, 

leaves, water, sticks 

and rocks. The children 

sourced these materials 

from our front and back 

yards in turn, also developing in their sensory 

skills and understanding of our environment and 

nature. The children also read the following 

stories The Cranky 

Bear Collection, 

Amazing Beasts, The Animalia Book (Where 

the children explored and discovered various 

animals and objects you 

would see in the jungle), 

and Maisie goes 

Camping. In addition to 

these books, we 

explored Jungle 

Animals through the live 

Zoo videos on YouTube. 

The children enjoyed 

watching the Monkeys 

play, the Tigers eat, and 

the Elephants and Giraffes explore the exhibits. 

Using all of this information the children went 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&docid=ruDBjN_s14ZmBM&tbnid=tiGbqjheGxwPyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://theconversation.com/worth-a-thousand-words-the-top-10-best-australian-childrens-picture-books-11359&ei=naW1UemVNo3mkgWQnYDwCA&bvm=bv.47534661,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEyNUa0Gh_5WHSwUGDenXCz4-593w&ust=13709452


 

on to implement the details they 

acquired to their very own 

crafts where they made 

elephants, exotic birds, snakes and swinging 

monkeys that created a beautiful display in our 

room. We also had fun with Pirate Week where 

we developed our creative, imaginative, and 

social skills through dramatic play experiences 

using dress ups and creating our very own 

cardboard boat using a recycled cardboard boat 

brought in by Miss 

Shannon. Through 

this experience the 

children worked 

together and 

demonstrating their 

sharing and turn-taking skills as well as their 

interest in establishing positive and reciprocal 

relationships. Throughout the month of 

October, the Playful Possums will explore their 

Bodies through dramatic play and making use of 

the baby dolls. The children will act out dressing 

their babies and engage in discussions with their 

educators about the importance of permission to 

assist someone else and implement this through 

playing with their baby dolls. The children will 

develop understanding about the proper names 

of all their body parts through a ‘My Body 

Collage’ and a fantastic story brought in by Miss 

Shannon called ‘Only for Me’ which is a 

fantastic rhyming book intended for children to 

empower them and teach them about protecting 

their bodies and their privacy. (NQA 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, & 7) 

CONCEPT 

Grouping 1-5 and 

Grouping 5-10 

LITERACY Letter 

Pp and Letter Jj 

NUMERACY 

Number 17 and Number 18 

 BABY BUNYIPS 

STIMULUS: 

Week 1 – 2: Space 

Week 3 – 4: Halloween 

Throughout September we focused on Father’s 

Day and transport as a part of our stimulus. 

Children made the Father’s Day cards and gifts 

for their dads and granddad with their educators. 

We read “You’re awesome dad!” and “I love 

grandpa?”. We sang ‘Daddy, Finger’ and 

danced around to our favourite tunes such as 

hop little bunnies, 

walking walking and 

twinkle twinkle, 

developing our 

knowledge and 

language skills. Baby 

Bunyip’s focused on transport during the month 

of September. Children sang ‘The wheels on the 

bus’ and enjoyed 

identifying different 

modes of transport by 

pointing them out.  
Educators set up the 

modes of different 

transport on the mat for 

children to identify them like cars, trucks, 

aeroplanes, and boats crashing into each other 

and making sounds of the horn. Children 

participated in craft activities related to 

transport they made fire trucks with their 

footprints, paper boat, paper aeroplane to 

explore their sensory skills, fine motor skills, 

and colour recognition.  

During October, our 

focus will be on 

Space, followed by 

Halloween as we 

encourage children to 

dress up as their 

favourite characters 

for this celebration, and explore space stimulus 

through planet mobiles, star projectors and 

more. Throughout October the Bunyips concept 

focus will be on the colours Green and Pink. Our 

Language focus will be on the Words ‘SHOES’ 

and ‘STOP’.  

(NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

 

YARNING BOOK 

Ezra had lots of fun with the yarning book all 

throughout September. We can’t wait for 

George Ali to take the book next month and see 

what he enjoys doing at home! 



OUTDOOR PLAY FUNDAMENTAL 

MOVEMENT  
Throughout the month of September, the 

children focused on the fundamental movement 

skill – Striking. The children were encouraged 

to engage in a variety of games that required 

them to further develop this skill, such as 

cricket, croquet, hitting the balloon to keep it off 

the ground etc.  

 

Throughout the month of October, we will be 

focus on the skill – Stationary Dribbling. The 

children will 

engage in 

different 

experiences 

such as 

basketball, 

balloon with 

strings to get 

the dribbling action.  (NQA 1, 2, 3) 

 
 

GRANDPARENTS 
Throughout October we celebrate the 

significance of Grandparents in our lives. 

Grandparents play a special role for children 

and we are always grateful for the kindness and 

generosity of grandparent’s as they share stories 

and craft ideas at our service. The children will 

be making a special gift for their grandparents 

during October. Our cards and gifts will take the 

place of our planned afternoon tea and we hope 

that all our grandparents acknowledge the great 

role that they play in the lives of children. 
(NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, & 7) 

 ST VINCENT DE PAUL HAMPERS  
This year we 

would ask that all 

families donate 

items for our 

baskets. Chips, 

soft drinks, fruit 

juice, custard, crackers, chocolates, and 

Christmas treats would be appreciated. We ask 

that expired food products are not placed in our 

baskets. This is a time for charity as we support 

those less fortunate than ourselves.  

(NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, & 7) 

 

END OF YEAR DATES: 
Our centre will shut down on Thursday 24th 

December. We would be appreciative if Parent 

could collect children by 1:30pm. No fees are 

payable during this shutdown period. 

Our Centre will reopen to 2021 on Monday 11th 

January. 

 

DONATIONS 

We are always appreciative of Donations for 

our Raffles and recyclable items. If families 

have received any unwanted gift over the 

Christmas period, please consider the centre. 

 
Alonzo 10th Arya 17th, (Baby Bunyips) 

Aksharaa 24th, Ipsita 25th (Busy Bees) 
 
 
 

FINAL THOUGHT 

This simple quote sums up so much. Today is 

truly a gift to each and every one of us. Let’s 

make each day count. Be kind to others take 

each day as the gift that it is. So, share time 

with your loved one and ask them how they are 

and share in the joy that is the gift of today – 

The PRESENT.  

 

. 

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS 

STAFF 


