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CENTRE NEWS  

COME ON IN 7th MARCH  
From Monday 

7th March we 

are inviting 

families to 

accompany 

their children into their rooms. Educators will 

record children’s temperatures on arrival and 

assist families  with settling children into care. 

Parents will be assisted with lockers, hats and 

lunch box and drink bottle stations. Parents will 

be required to wear a mask and to sanitise their 

hands upon entering each day. We remind 

families that this will add time to their arrivals as 

educators have previously been completing these 

tasks with children.  

We can’t wait to see our 

families back and look 

forward to sustaining 

conversations with all 

families as we share 

insights into each child’s 

day . If families have any 

concerns or would like to 

offer any suggestions as 

we move towards this 

phase please do not hesitate to speak with Miss 

Jaina, Miss Maree or Mr John.  (NQA 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, &7) 

 

CHILD CARE SUBSIDY 
From 7 March 2022, families with more than one 

child aged 5 or under in care will get a higher 

subsidy for their second child and younger 

children. 

Families may be 

eligible if they: 

• earn less 

than 

$354,305 

• have 

more than one child aged 5 or under in 

childcare. 

 

EASTER EGG DONATIONS AND 

EASTER RAFFLE TICKETS 

 
HEALTHY LUNCHBOX 

COMPETETION 
To support Feeling Fabulous February the Busy 

Bees and Possum created their very own healthy 

Lunch box to 

enter into the 

Nutrition 

Australia lunch 

box challenge.  

The children 

worked with 

Miss Maree, 

Miss Jess 

and Miss 

Jasdeep to 

create 

healthy 

sandwiches 

and wraps 

as they 

choose 

fillings from a wide variety of fruits and 

vegetables.  The children wanted to remind their 

mums and dads that lollies, chocolate bars and 

chips need to stay at home and should not to be 

placed in their lunch boxes as   these were 

sometimes foods.   

The children 

all agreed that 

carrots sticks, 

cheese, fresh 

fruit and 

yoghurts were delicious and decided that they 

would ask their mums and dads to make sure that 

their lunch boxes were filled with healthy 

options. (NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, &7) 

We would be appreciative if all our families 

could donate an Easter Egg to our Easter Egg                  

                   Raffle by 18th MARCH.  

          Easter Raffle tickets will be available       

          for families from the 3rd  March .  

                    Each Booklet is $10 .  
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 Thank you to all our families who attended our 

live Zoom On Friday 25th February through 

Nutrition Australia. Chloe provided factual 

information and healthy, quick cooking 

demonstrations to support fussy eaters.  

Sharing meals as a family promotes children’s 

awareness of pleasurable meal experiences. It can 

take up to 20 times for a child to accept introduced 

foods so keep placing foods on your child’s plate 

and show enjoyment as you eat foods that consist 

of healthy fruits and vegetables. The zoom   

supported parents to create healthy lunch boxes. 

Our front 

foyer has a collection of informative ideas and 

recipes to support families with healthy eating 

options. A Big thankyou to our families who 

provide healthy options each day. 

 

 

 
(NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, &7) 

 

 

CELEBRATING CHINA 

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH 
To celebrate Chinese New 

Year of the tiger and country of 

the month, the Playful possums 

joined their educators cooking 

rice paper rolls. The children 

assisted their educators to soak the rice paper 

sheets in a lukewarm water and then fill it with 

prepared noodles and sliced fruits including 

banana, strawberries and grapes.  

The Bunyips made a special fried rice using 

chives from our front garden along with carrots, 

corn’s peas and capsicum.  The children loved 

missing all the ingredients together ad used their 

hands to each their rive for afternoon tea. 

 

The Bees created rice and vegetable fritters that 

were simple delicious. Steamed rice peas and 

capsicum were mixed together with flour to make 

small patties that were lightly fried until they were 

crispy and warm. 

We explored China and 

Chinese New Year 

celebrations by making 

paper lanterns, paper 

plate tiger faces, 

colouring and folding 

paper into fans as we 

danced to Chinese 

music. We used our 

imagination and 

dramatic play skills to 

participate in Chinese 

tea parties acting out cooking noodles and 

dumplings served to our peers. 

The children made dragons and 

dragon masks to display.   In 

February we will celebrate 

Ireland as we explore 

Leprechauns, the colour Green 

and imagining that all dreams 

can come true once we reach a pot of Gold at the 

end of each rainbow.  
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STORY TIME NATIONAL LIBRARY 

EXPERIENCE  16th Feb 11:00 am  
On Wednesday we linked 

through zoom to the 

National Library to hear 

the Story of the Chinese 

New Year Surprise read 

by Author Christopher 

Chen. This reading 

experience supported the 

children to identify the name of a person who 

writes a book as an Author and the name of the 

person who creates pictures in books as the 

Illustrator.  Discussing aspects of books with 

children including the author, illustrator, title and 

spine of the book along with the blurb at the back 

of the book engages children in reading and 

promotes children’s intents in books as they 

imagine experiences through words that build 

their vocabulary and imaginations as they venture 

to foreign places and discovery magical world. 

We encourage all families to read to their children 

each night and to ask questions.  
(NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, &7) 

 

VALENTINES DAY (NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, &7) 

Valentine’s Day is about expressing kindness to 

others and making an effort to remember to tell 

those most close to us how much they are loved 

and appreciated. To celebrate Valentine’s Day we 

cut runners from our strawberries instead of 

throwing them out so 

that families can grow 

their own strawberries. 

Our children love 

picking strawberries 

from our vegetable 

garden. So please place these 

in a pot or your garden and 

watch them grow. Each child 

created a card for their family 

using 

coloured paper squares as 

they carefully stuck them 

on contact to insert into 

our heart cards. 

Decorating our heart shape cookies made by Miss 

Maree was a delicious highlight to share with 

family.   

BREAD WEEK (NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, &7) 

Real Bread Week is a worldwide, yearly 

celebration of Real Bread and the individuals who 

make it. To celebrate the bread week all the rooms 

participated in cooking 

experience assisting 

their educators to make 

a fresh bread.  The 

Playful Possums made 

Roti bread to connect 

with the 

children in our 

service from 

Indian cultures 

who enjoy Roti 

bread with 

their families. 

Miss Jaina supported the children 

as they mixed flour, salt, oil and 

water together carefully 

measuring each of the ingredients 

to form a dough. The children 

were provided with a chunk of dough and a rolling 

pin to roll out the roti bread. Miss Jaina then 

cooked the Roti bread in the pan so that the 

children could share their special bread with their 

friends for afternoon tea. The Bees used our Bread 

Machine to make a loaf of bread by placing flour, 

yeast and water into the machine. As the paddles 

mixed the bread the 

children watched as 

the bread rose and 

filled the room with a 

warm and delicious 

smell of freshly 

baked bread. The 

best part was spreading butter, jam and vegemite 

onto fresh slices of warm bread. Our Bunyips 

enjoyed touching the textures of each bread 

variety and eagerly placed chunk int their mouths. 

What a great week. Simply delicious. This 

experience showcased how bread is used in 

different cultures and 

how bread can take 

many forms across a 

variety of cultures, but 

everyone can agree 

bread is simply 

delicious anytime.  
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EMERGENCY EVACUATION 

This month it was time to move our baby’s n our 

emergency cot. In case of a real emergency our 

Bunyips must be moved 

quickly so our cot is a great 

means of transport. Our 

children thought this look a 

little strange with most of our 

Bunyips enjoying a ride to 

the front car park.  Our 

evacuation procedures 

practiced each month 

ensure all children, families 

and educators are aware of 

our evacuation procedures. 

During each Drill, Miss Jaina and responsible 

educators speak with the 

children about the 

evacuation/fire drill; why 

we have to practice the 

evacuation; what we do in 

the case of an emergency 

and who we call/contact. 

The children and educators remained calm 

throughout each evacuation drill and followed the 

procedures promptly. (NQA 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, &7) 

BUSY BEES:  

ROOM STIMULUS AREAS:  

BUSY BEES:  

Week 1: WILDLIFE 

Week 2: SUSTAINABILITY  

Week 3: HARMONY  

Week 4: KINDNESS 

Week 5: EMOTIONS 

Throughout the month of February Busy Bee’s 

learnt about different cultures. Children danced to 

music from different 

backgrounds including 

Persian, Indian, Chinese, 

and African.  

 

Our project for this term is 

water. Children explored a 

variety of water-based activities including 

exploration, measuring, sink and float, travelling 

water and science fun. We will continue to extend 

on our water project 

during the month of 

March. 

     

During the month of 

March, the Busy 

Bee’s will be 

focusing on the 

Wildlife, 

sustainability, 

harmony week and 

how can we be kind 

to others. The 

children will 

undertake various 

activities relating to wildlife, harmony week, 

sustainability, kindness and emotions. 
Literacy Focus: D, R, O, G to develop letter and 

their sound recognition. Children will learn to 

write form these letters 

correctly by tracing the 

letters on the tracing 

sheets. They will 

brainstorm to find the 

words using the sound 

of the letter. 

Numeracy Focus: identifying numbers and 

counting one to one correspondence using a 

variety of material. We will incorporate fine 

motor and gross motor activities such as using 

tongs to count the bears, 

jumping and count etc.  

We encourage children 

to practice writing on the 

practice sheets to find the 

missing numbers and 

matching numbers with 

pictures. We will be focusing on the numbers 6, 

7, 8, 9. We request parents to practice counting 

experiences at home to support children’s 

understanding of numbers and their value. 

Colours: Children will explore Brown, Pink, 

Grey, Black. They will be given opportunity use 

these colours to do art and craft activities and 

experiment with these colours by mixing colours 

to create new colours.  
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Shapes: Diamond, Hexagon, Pentagon, 

Rhombus. The children will learn about them by 

engaging in some of the following activities: 

Introducing shapes using flash cards, Practice 

drawing shapes on the white board, highlight 

shapes, practice making shapes with sensory 

materials, such as in sensory trays filled with 

beads, cereal, rice, etc., Form shapes with craft 

supplies, such as pom-poms, craft sticks, pipe 

cleaners, etc. 

  

Sight words: For, Go, Help, Play, The, See, Said, 

Look. We will use flash cards during group time, 

as well as stick these sight words on each block so 

that children can learn to identify these sight 

words. We encourage parents to reinforce these 

words at home with children so that they can 

retain these words to support their reading skills. 

PLAYFUL POSSUMS 
Week 1: Farm animals 

Week 2: Our environment 

Week 3: Sea animals 

Week 4: Weather 

Week 5: Transport 

In February we explored cultures and feelings 

through Chinese New Year and Valentine’s Day 

celebrations. We danced to 

traditional Chinese music using 

paper fans made from coloured 

paper. We created paper 

lanterns using red paint and 

golden glitter. The children 

read the story ‘Hello’ with the 

educators learning to greet each 

other in different languages.  

We used investigative 

and creative skills to 

make coloured ice 

cubes using food dye 

and created valentine 

heart paintings using 

the coloured ice cubes. We explored insects as we 

investigated insects in the garden and backyard 

discussing each discovery. Our knowledge on 

insects was expanded as we read stories such as 

mini beasts and felt bugs, observing pictures of 

familiar and unfamiliar insects. We made 

footprint buzz bees and painted butterflies using 

mirror painting technique. 

We concluded the month by 

learning about seasons, 

focusing on Autumn and our 

changing weather. The 

children have explored how 

the weather changes from 

warm to colder days. They 

painted autumn trees using 

autumn inspired paints, 

explored their sensory 

capabilities using dry 

sensory bins using red 

lentils, pinecones and 

autumn leaves.  

In March, we will broaden 

our knowledge on farm and 

farm animals. We will 

introduce the children to 

farm animals by encouraging 

them to build and create 

an imaginary farm using 

wooden blocks, our 

farmhouse set and farm 

animals. Through 

conversations we will 

explore how farm animals are useful in everyday 

life as they provide 

us with regular 

foods such as milk, 

butter, and eggs.  

We will explore our  

environment and 

develop an  

awareness on 

sustainability by 

visiting the front garden 

everyday as we 

encourage children to 

water the plants, 

discuss importance of 

caring for plants, growing our own food and food 

waste. Educators will incorporate recycled 

resources in different learning areas such as 

recycled containers to create drums and shakers, 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&docid=ruDBjN_s14ZmBM&tbnid=tiGbqjheGxwPyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://theconversation.com/worth-a-thousand-words-the-top-10-best-australian-childrens-picture-books-11359&ei=naW1UemVNo3mkgWQnYDwCA&bvm=bv.47534661,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEyNUa0Gh_5WHSwUGDenXCz4-593w&ust=13709452
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collect fallen leaves and flowers from our 

backyard and create leaf and flower collages 

using sticky contact focusing and developing 

children’s knowledge on reduce, recycle and 

reuse concept. Leading further to our learning on 

our environment we will learn about sea life and 

how we can care for our oceans. We will conclude 

the month of March by learning about transport. 

We will explore different modes of transport 

through dramatic play; sorting and matching 

transport types and art and craft by making cars 

using paper plate, train and bus using cardboard 

boxes. As a part of our 

intentional teaching each 

month we will be 

introducing the Playful 

Possums to 2 letters, 2 

numbers, 2 shapes and 2 

colours during our literacy, 

numeracy and concepts 

groups. 

Literacy We will be 

focussing on the letters I and F. Children will be 

encouraged to identify these letters and most 

importantly the sound each letter makes through 

play-based learning activities such as fishing the 

magnetic letter tiles, Tracing and writing letters 

on coloured sand. 

Numeracy 
During our numeracy groups will focus on the 

numbers 5 and 6. The children will be encouraged 

to identify the numbers on white board from other 

numbers and circle around the focus number, 

counting using loose parts and performing 

different FMS further developing both their visual 

understanding of each number, counting and 

value of the number.   

Concept 

The children will be learning the colours Yellow 

and Green and shapes Triangle and Rectangle. 

They will be encouraged to identify the colours 

using pompom or colour scavenger hunt around 

the room; colouring using the focus colour. We 

will introduce them to shape triangle and 

rectangle discussing the properties of each shape 

as educator will draw the shapes on large paper. 

Children will be then encouraging to trace around 

the shape using loose parts or counters as well as 

recreate the shapes using peg boards.  

BABY BUNYIPS STIMULUS 

Week 1- Autumn 

Week 2- Weather 

Week 3- Nursery Rhymes 

Week 4- Nature 

Week 5- Transport  
The Baby Bunyips focused on musical 

instruments and exploring their environments 

through sensory experiences.  

Music develops the children’s awareness of 

different sounds and tempos, alongside their 

social skills, creativity and their exploration 

skills. The children enjoyed using the musical 

instruments as they tapped, bashed and looked in 

fascination as each stroke made a different sound.  

Our literacy 

focus for the 

month is 

‘STOP’. We 

encouraged the 

children to say 

the word STOP 

throughout every 

day during a variety of different scenarios. The 

numeracy focus for the month was number ‘1’. 

We helped the children to develop their 

knowledge of the number 1.  

The fundamental movement for the month was 

running, so the children that are able to walk we 

encouraged them to run but the children that 

aren’t walking confidently yet we encouraged the 

children to walk through with the assistance of the 

educators.  

We explored nursery rhythms each day. Our focus 

for the month is: 

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star 

Incy Wincy Spider  

Row, Row, Row your boat 
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Little Teapot 

The Wheels on the Bus. 

During the month of March we will be sending 

home nursery rhymes in children’s lunch boxes 

for families to sing at home to get the children 

familiar with these popular nursery rhymes.  

  

YARNING BOOK: - (NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, &7) 
During the month Lexi and Mael took the yarning 

book home and poured 

their experiences at 

home to share with our 

other families in the 

baby bunyips room. In 

her section, Lexi 

showed us how she 

loves music and 

dancing and spending 

time grabbing the 

rocks at rock climbing with her 

dad! We can’t wait to see what 

Gurfateh and Dhaksh share with 

us as they share their family and 

culture with us throughout March.  

COMPANION BEARS  

School Girl Jess  

Our school girl Jessica had some 

great adventures during her visit 

to Eli, Avni and Jorawar’ s house. 

Children loved sharing all the fun 

things they did with Jessica. During the month of 

March Jess will visit Elianah, and Mahira. THE 

COMPANION BEAR MUST BE RETURNED 

AT THE END OF EACH WEEK.  

HEALTHY ADVENTURE BOOK Meet 

our Companion Pear. Our Pear and Healthy 

Eating Adventure book will be visiting Linaya 

and Nathaniel during March. We look forward to 

seeing some photos of you demonstrating some 

healthy adventures at home along with some cool 

photos. 

Nurse Natasha 

Nurse Natasha had a fun visit 

to Navya and Isaac’s house 

during the month of February. 

Nurse Natasha will be looking 

forward for her visit to Hrishi 

and Dhyani’s house in the 

month of March. 

OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES 

Fundamental movement skills  

 (NQA 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, &7) 

In February our fundamental movement of the 

month was running! To promote children to get 

active and get running while having fun we 

incorporated a variety of games both old and new 

that encouraged running such as tag, soccer, 

what’s the time Mr wolf and frost and thaw a 

game where one child is frost and has to run 

around freezing their friends in place till the 

children who is thaw can come and unfreeze 

them.  

It was great to see the children get involved and 

participate in all these activities all while building 

upon their running skills.  

 

Moving into March our fundamental movement 

skill of the month will be side sliding, which 

requires children to take one large step to the side 

and use their other foot to draw a line connecting 

the feet together and being able to repeat this 

action. To promote this we will start of by 
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introducing this movement using activities such 

as following along a 

masking tape line building 

confidence in their ability 

then moving into games 

such as a snail relay, where 

children in place of running 

will be sliding like a snail 

using side sliding.  

STEM FOCUS  
For March as part of our centre stimulus we will 

be focusing on the weather. For outdoors we have 

a wide variety of ways we can incorporate this 

month’s stimulus into our activities such as 

learning about rain levels and the water cycle 

through water 

collection using milk 

bottles, wind 

directions through 

observing streamers 

on our windmill to 

visually see the wind 

and many more 

exciting activities 

which help us 

understand all the 

different weather 

types. At home you can begin these conversations 

around weather by spending some time outside 

with your child identifying different weather 

types and what they look like. (NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, &7) 

ACROOS ROOM PROJECTS 

As part of our Quality Improvement Plan   (QIP) 

we have commenced interests based projects 

across each room. These interests will allow 

educators and children to explore an interests in 

detail so that children and educators are using 

investigative skills to expand their knowledge 

through open ended questions. Each room has 

generated a wall display that will grow as we 

broaden our ideas and concepts.  

Bunyips – Nursery Rhymes 

Possums - Animals  

Bees- Water 
We invite families to share their knowledge and 

resources such as books, craft ideas or 

investigation ideas with us as we delve into our 

interests over the coming weeks. 

QUALITY IMPROVEMENT WHAT 

HAVE WE ACHIEVED SO FAR 

 INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS   

In 2021 we 

commenced 

an application 

to provide on 

the floor 

mentoring for educators to build their skills and 

strategies to best meet the needs of all children 

within an inclusive environment.  Jump Nguyen 

our Inclusion support officer has assisted with this 

application, and we thank her for her continuing 

support. 

 

We are excited to join with Autism Australia to 

deliver this program that will be conducted over 

12 months at JumpStart 4 Kids.  

 

Specialist support staff will work with educators 

in the Possums and Bees room to support 

strategies and identify appropriate resources. If 

parents have any questions, please do not hesitate 

to ask educators as we begin this program in 

March.   

AWARDS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We are proud to be 

finalists for 3 

categories for the 

Excellence in Early 

Childhood 

Education Awards 

and a Finalist for the 

Blacktown Business Awards.   

 

We thank families for their 

continued support as we 

progress to the awards nights in 

March. 

 

Attaining Finalist status is an acknowledgement 

of the day-to-day commitment that educators 

undertake in their programming and delivery each 

day.  
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ALLERGY TRAINING  
All educators have undertaken the - All about 

Allergens Training for Early 

Education and Care .This 

training is  an initiative of the 

Australasian Society of 

Clinical Immunology and 

Allergy (ASCIA) and 

Allergy & Anaphylaxis 

Australia and support educators to be aware of 

children food and health needs at all times .  

LOOSE PARTS (NQA 1, 2, 5, 6, &7) 

A big thankyou to all our families who have 

supported us by donating just over 400 bottle tops. 

We will use these material to support children in 

creative play, numeracy and STEM investigation. 

It is amazing to see the imaginative constructions 

that children cooperatively plan together using a 

variety of reusable material. For March we would 

be appreciate if parents could donate margarine 

container, ice-cream and yoghurt containers as we 

continue to build our resources for loose parts. 

Bottle tops and cardboard cylinders are still a 

welcomed donations throughout March. 

     

 PARENT FORUM 15Th MARCH  

Sessions 1  4:30 – 5:00 

Session 2  5:00 – 5:30  
Our Parent forums are an active way for families 

to share their thoughts, 

suggestion and feedback. 

Collaborating with family 

means that we can work in 

partnership with educators 

and families throughout the year to discuss 

initiatives and share centre goals. Your 

suggestions and feedback guide us as we reflect 

and continuously improve our service.  (NQA 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5, 6, &7) 

 

MARCH  
Developmental Screeners Bees and Possums  

Focus: Letters,Names,Sounds,Shapes,Numbers. 

Individual Planning for Children   

PANCAKE DAY 1ST MARCH 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 6TH MARCH 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 17TH MARCH 

HOLI 18th MARCH (19th March)  

HARMONY DAY 21ST MARCH 

WORLD WATER DAY 22nd MARCH 

REPTILE SHOW Wednesday 30th MARCH   

11:00am   $12 per child charge to accounts  

MARCH  Birthdays  

Bunyips -  Lexi 4th   

Possums -   Dana 5th  

  A Final Thought 

You’re back. We have missed  

our families  . It’s time to have 

a proper chat and have  great 

conversation about your child’s 

day . We are all excited to have 

our families back with us as 

part of our braoder JumpStart 4 

KIds Family 

From Our 

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS 

TEAM  


