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CENTRE NEWS  

WINNERS OF BLACKTOWN 

SMALL 

BUSINESS 

AWARDS  

 WESTPOINT 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

GOOD AWARD 
We are delighted to be 

the winners of the West Point Neighbourhood  

Good Award. This Award was introduced in 

2021.  We were the proud winners in 2021 and 

again in 2022. This award acknowledges the work 

that we do as a service in supporting families with 

community services within the Backdown local 

area. JumpStart 4 kids is more than just a 

childcare service. We are part of a broader family 

and, as such we care not only for children but for 

the families that we see every day in 2021 and 

2022 we have been acknowledged for our 

commitment to connect families with 

additional resources and care through 

challenging times so that each child 

experiences a positive and successful 

environment. We encourage families 

to connect with us at any time so that 

we can continue to care for the 

children and families at our service 

and within our Blacktown 

community. (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 

 TALK LIKE A PIRATE DAY 19th  

Who doesn’t enjoy 

talking like a pirate? The 

children 

participated in the “Gem 

Hunt Game” in the sand 

pit. During this activity, 

the children were 

encouraged to dig in the 

sand pit to locate the hidden gems.  Through this 
activity children displayed learning dispositions 

such as excitement and curiosity. They were very 

proud to 

discover the hidden treasure that the pirates must 

have forgotten about. Miss Isha encouraged 

children to address the educators as the “Captain”.  

After our very exciting treasure hunt episode, 

some of our Busy Bees and Possums participated 

in the Diamond Aerobic session with Miss Isha. 

This activity encouraged 

children to use their 

bodies to build gross 

motor skills like spatial 

awareness, body 

coordination and body 

balance. Some of our 

indoor activities 

included “Pin the pirate” this was a craft activity 

through which children were encouraged to 

complete the collage by 

sticking the pirate’s body parts 

in order. The Children 

thoroughly enjoyed cutting 

gold coins in a circular shape 

and then pasting them on our 

treasure chest. We sang and 

danced to the pirate song 

called: (NQA,1,2,3,5,6,7.) 
“Silly Pirate Song” | Brain Breaks | Jack Hartmann - 
Bing video by Jack Hartman.  

 We hope that you take a look and have a sing-

along at home to get into the Pirate Spirt.  Ahoy  

WORLD GRATITUDE DAY 21st 

September (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 

We often feel that children make lots of requests 

to meet their daily needs. Gratitude Day was a 

time to reflect and for children to state their 

thoughts about what the word” Gratitude” means 

and how we could use our manners of “Thank 

you” to show our appreciation of others. Miss  

Maree read the book titled “Bear Says Thanks” 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Pirate+song&view=detail&mid=3D84DAC3F3EC6891A0EA3D84DAC3F3EC6891A0EA&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Pirate+song&view=detail&mid=3D84DAC3F3EC6891A0EA3D84DAC3F3EC6891A0EA&FORM=VIRE
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We were delighted to hear lots of Thankyou’s and 

praise across all our rooms as we engaged in our 

daily routines. We 

encourage families to 

remote times at home when 

children express thanks and 

support for others by 

volunteering to complete 

simple home tasks and to 

be active in supporting those around them as they 

aspire to become active and reflective citizens.  

SCREENERS BUSY BEES / 

POSSUMS  
The Busy Bees and Possums completed their 

numeracy, language, and phonics screeners 

during September. During numeracy screeners, 

children answer the questions and participate in 

activities that highlight their numeracy skills and 

understanding of various mathematical concepts. 

Our language and phonics screener is a great tool 

for the educator to 

record the 

development of 

both receptive and 

expressive 

language and 

literacy skills of 

the child.  

The screening process allows educators to assess 

each individual child’s development in these 

areas and for 

them to set 

future 

learning goals 

for the 

individual 

child. If you 

would like 

more information on how your child engaged in 

these screeners, or what future goals you would 

like to set for your child please see your child’s 

educators as we continue to work collaboratively 

to build your child’s skills and record the 

distanced travelled as they aspire to build their 

skills, talents, and interest. any of the Busy bee’s 

educators to the insight of the screeners. 
(NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH  

SRI LANKA  
All our children enjoyed 

participating in activities 

that highlighted Sri 

Lankas Culture, 

Language, Music, Cuisine and Craft. Our Playful 

Possums and Busy Bees 

explored traditional 

Dastkari painting 

techniques using cardboard 

rolls and Sri Lankan face 

masks using templates and 

paper plates as they 

explored and developed  an understanding of the 

cultural art forms of Sri Lanka.  

Playful possums made Pani Pol which is stuffed 

coconut crepes. This  opportunity  allowed 

children to explore their sensory skills by tasting 

and smelling a ‘Coconut’ a most common and 

popular ingredients in Sri Lankan cuisine. Our 

Possums assisted the educators to measure and 

mix both dry and wet ingredients and make the 

mixture to make the Pani Pol. Miss Isha then 

blended all the 

ingredients together and made yummy crepes on 

the hot pan, with most of the children relishing 

them while they were nice and warm with their 

afternoon tea.  

The Busy Bees explored maths and science 

concepts as they participate in cooking 

experience, 

measuring 

and mixing 

the 

ingredients 

with minimal 

assistance from the educator to make the Coconut 

Pol (Coconut Roti) a traditional Sri Lankan bread. 
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The Busy Bees used their knowledge of shapes 

and were able to use their problem-solving skills 

to roll circular-shaped coconut roti using their 

palms and fingers. Avni, Hargun and Mayara 

expressed that the coconut roti 

looks the same as Indian roti 

bread which they have at their 

home on regular basis but tastes 

different.   

Our Baby 

Bunyips 

enjoyed 

making Beetroot salad which 

consisted of sliced green 

capsicum, onion, Beetroot, 

lime juice, and salt/ pepper. 

Miss Eloise sliced the 

ingredients, encouraging our 

Bunyips to try the different elements of the salad 

such as the beetroot and capsicum. Charlotte and 

Rishan loved trying the Beetroot while Edith and 

Shiv enjoyed munching on the 

capsicum. Once all the sliced 

ingredients were placed into a 

large mixing bowl, 

Miss Eloise mixed all 

the ingredients 

combining them with 

lime juice. After rest 

time the Bunyips 

enjoyed trying out our salad which most of our 

Bunyips enjoyed! (NQA,1,2,3,5,6,7.) 

 

SUPPORTING ENGAGED 

LEARNING  

STAFF MEETING - CATHERINE 

ELLERY As part of Our Quality Improvement 

plan and Innovative Solution Plan, Educators 

have been mentored monthly by  Catherine Ellery 

from Aspect Australia. Our Focus has been on 

play for all children using their interests and 

creating sensory play experiences that build their 

engagement and understanding so that children 

can create friendships, form knowledge and 

develop an awareness of how to enter their play 

and participate as a member of play experiences. 

As a staff, we discussed the importance of music 

and language with children. Reflecting on the 

language that we use with children and 

remembering simple sentences for instructions 

and promoting children’s language by asking “w” 

questions that support children’s expressive 

language skills as they recall, retell, and share 

their thoughts and interests with peers and 

educators. 

 We discussed ways to build children’s 

connectedness and encourage families to create 

opportunities with children to talk to them each 

day, to copy their play actions as you get down to 

their level, and engage in play experiences that 

interest children at home  These opportunities 

allow family members to model turn taking  

language and sharing skill as children develop 

their play skills. (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 

 

ROOM STIMULUS AREAS:  

BUSY BEES:  

WEEK 1: Outer Space 

WEEK 2: Jungle animals 

WEEK 3: Transport 

WEEK 4: Multi cultures 



Jumpstart 4 Kids 
NEWSLETTER No 10 OCTOBER  2022 

 

The Busy bees promoted 

their emotional 

development and self-

regulation as we 

investigated our emotions. 

We read emotion series 

stories ‘When you are 

feeling “ - sad, happy, and, 

as we discussed how to 

communicate our feeling 

to others. The children participated in drawing 

and creating emotion faces to express how they 

feel and what makes them 

feel happy or sad. The 

children used their 

developing literacy skills 

to learn to read and write 

the emotion words Happy 

and Sad as they labelled 

their emotions craft. 

Educators supported 

children to take 

responsibility for their 

actions as they begin to understand how their 

actions may affect those around them. 

As we head into spring, our Busy Bees will 

explore seasons and changing weather by 

exploring nature and completing environmental 

science experiences. They discussed the plant life 

cycle by creating a visual display of a plant along 

with learning about parts of a plant and what 

elements are required to grow a plant or tree. The 

Busy Bees visited the front garden, investigating 

the growth of plants and fruits, using their 

mathematical and cognitive skills to compare, sort 

and match leaves and flowers. We continue 

exploration of the 

environment and 

world around us by investigating and learning 

about insects and farm animals. Our children 

continue to use their imagination and knowledge 

of insects and farm animals to create mini habitats 

for insects and farm animals using construction 

resources and loose parts, and explore their role 

play skills as they act out lab coordinators and 

farmers. Ryker, Nate, Linaya, Krisa and Mayara 

displayed their developing  

 

drawing skills as they followed step-by-step 

instructions to learn how to draw pig, sheep and 

duck.  

 

Literacy  
Our Busy Bees have been demonstrating their 

emerging reading skills through intentional 

teaching and play-based learning activities as they 

practice reading and writing sight words. Stella, 

and Imogen are 

becoming fast and 

fluent at reading the 

sight words using 

story books and flash 

cards. Linaya, Krisa 

and Avni are  

becoming more 

confident with writing skills and have been 

displaying their developing understanding of 

correct letter formation through practice writing 

letters and sentence starters using lined paper.  

During literacy 

groups, Busy bees 

been working on 

sound recognition 

skills through play-

based learning 

experiences. 
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Elianah, Rihansh and Hargun are showing their 

strong interest in sorting and matching pictures by 

beginning sounds demonstrating their developing 

knowledge of beginning sound.  

Sight word focus for October will be “I, Me, My, 

In, Is, and It.” Children will be introduced to the 

sight words through both intentional and play 

based learning experiences. The letters and the 

letter sound which we will be focusing on are ‘R, 

O and G’’. It would be helpful for children if 

families could support children in their literacy 

skills by playing simple sound and letter 

recognition games, and reading books for them 

and encouraging them to find the sight words as 

little as 5-10 minutes a day.  

Numeracy 
During numeracy 

groups, Busy bees 

revising numbers 21-

30 as well as focusing 

on simple addition 

and grouping. Harley, 

Elianah, and Charlotte displayed their ability to 

confidently identify numbers and arrange the 

numbers by increasing order using number flash 

cards. Hrishi and Arya are becoming more 

confident with counting skills displaying their 

developing understanding to recall what number 

comes before or after. During October we will 

continue practicing grouping objects into groups 

of 2, 3, 5 and 10 and learn to subtract numbers 

through play-based learning activities.   

 

Concept 
The Busy bees continued their exploration of 

shapes and colours during concept groups. Race 

to the shape and colour are favourite games 

among all the children as they compete with each 

other to race to identify shape and colour they 

been asked demonstrating their understanding of 

2D shapes, primary and secondary colours. 

Mariam, Hrishi and Francesca have been 

displaying their ability to identify shapes such as 

Pentagon, Diamond, Rhombus and Rectangle and 

is becoming more confident discussing 

similarities and differences between these shapes. 

Alonzo and Stella been using their creativity to 

create and build imaginary shapes such as house, 

Rocket and Robot by transferring their knowledge 

of 2D shapes using manipulative resources such 

as paddle pop sticks, shape counters and wooden 

shapes.   

We will continue busy bees’ exploration of shapes 

by revising the shapes Square, Circle and 

Triangle and colours 

Red, Blue, and Green. Educators will guide 

experiences to reinforce children’s understanding 

of shape properties, including sides, corners, and 

faces of shapes.  discussing the properties of each 

shape and the difference between similar shapes. 

We will be participating in colour scavenger hunt 

indoor and outdoor play collecting objects of 

focus colours and creating a giant collage of each 

colour. (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 

PLAYFUL POSSUMS 

WEEK 1: Space and Robots 

WEEK 2: Oceans and Seas 

WEEK 3: Our Garden 

WEEK 4: Multi Culture 

WEEK 5: Music  

Literacy  
Our Possums participated in a number of different 

literacy rich activities through which they were 

able to build on their emerging literacy. They 

focused on the letters K, V, P, J and Z. Miss 

Shivani and Miss Isha encouraged children to 

identify letters and sounds. Possums looked at the 

words that begin with these letters like Van, 

Vacuum, Possums, Penguin, Jelly bean, jackpot, 

Zebra, Kite etc. Possums did big easel painting to 

draw large letters on the paper that enhanced their 

fine motor skills like wrist rotation, hand 

manipulation skills and eye hand coordination.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&docid=ruDBjN_s14ZmBM&tbnid=tiGbqjheGxwPyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://theconversation.com/worth-a-thousand-words-the-top-10-best-australian-childrens-picture-books-11359&ei=naW1UemVNo3mkgWQnYDwCA&bvm=bv.47534661,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEyNUa0Gh_5WHSwUGDenXCz4-593w&ust=13709452
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Numeracy: Miss Shivani and Miss Isha 

provided numeracy rich experiences to children to 

build their mathematical 

concepts like number 

counting, what number 

comes before and after, 

bigger and smaller 

numbers and one to one 

correspondence. The 

Playful possums were able to learn numbers from 

15-19. Some of our 

possums can count 

up to 20 without a 

pause whereas some 

of them are catching 

up with their peers. 

Our Possums have 

shown a lot of 

enthusiasm in 

supporting each 

other in the group 

times. Children 

practiced jumping on 

the spot 15 times, 

building with 16 

blocks, writing the number on the chalk boards. 

We used manipulative resources that children 

love to touch, mould, feel and engage with like 

pom poms, play dough, cloud dough, paper, 

blocks and naturally found materials like leaves, 

rocks, feathers and flowers.  

Concept: 
Possums explored different concepts like shapes 

and colours during this month of learning. Miss 

Shivani and Miss Isha introduced the colours like 

yellow, green, pink and purple. Possums are now 

able to identify triangles, rectangle, ovals and 

stars. Miss Shivani and Miss Isha encouraged 

problem solving skills and high order thinking in 

children by asking them to find out the objects 

that represent the colour and shape of the week. 

Through these activities children co-construct the 

knowledge with educators and peers.  

 

PLAYFUL POSSUMS COMPANION 

BEARS   

NURSE NATASHA & SCHOOL GIRL 

JESSICA 

Navya from our Playful possums had the 

opportunity to take Nurse Natasha with her for a 

week. She had lots of fun with it and shared lovely 

pictures with us. Darshan had a 

chance to take school girl 

Jessica for a 

week. He 

played with 

her and 

offered her 

breakfast and 

snacks.  

Ava will be 

taking the school girl Jessica 

home for this month and take her 

on an adventure. On the other 

hand, Nurse Natasha will make 

her way to Ace’s home so that she 

can enjoy her time playing with 

Ace.  

BABY BUNYIPS STIMULUS: 

Week 1:  Our 5 senses 

Week 2: Transport  

Week 3: Feelings 

Week 4: Halloween  
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Concept: 
Within the Bunyips room this month we have 

been focusing on colour and shape recognition. 

Miss Eloise and Miss Mel have encouraged the 

use of our shape turtles which help promote both 

of these skills with them asking bunyip prompts 

such as “ Can you show me the Purple Triangle?” 

etc. . Bunyips have enjoyed making use of these 

as once all shapes have been pressed down, the 

turtle pops its head out to say hello to our friends!  

 

 
 

Another way we have been encouraging colour 

recognition is by using our rainbow blocks, which 

encourage children to form a 

full rainbow using the different 

sized semi-circles. With the 

design of the blocks it also 

encourages knowledge of what 

order the colours go in, with 

the blocks not fitting in the 

wrong order.  

 

LANGUAGE AND SPEECH: 
To encourage the Bunyips Language and speech 

we have been focusing on familiar and new 

nursery rhymes in different modes such as our felt 

boards. By incorporating the felt board nursery 

stories children have been encouraged to engage 

socially and verbally communicate through 

dramatic play using these resources. Children 

were encouraged to sing along while making use 

of the felt animals, singing which animal they had 

at the time.  

 

 
 

DRAWING AND WRITING:  
To promote the development of our drawing and 

writing skills this month, the bunyips have been 

focusing on making use of pincer grip by being 

encouraged to grasp finer items such as the mega 

sketch board pens and crayons. The older children 

within such as Dhaksh, Wren, Solomona have 

grown in their confidence to correctly hold the 

pens while the younger bunyips have been 

practicing grasping onto the smaller sized crayons 

and board pen. To continue this into next month 

we will be encouraging more use of the paint 

brushes to further encourage their pincer grip.  

 

SCIENCE AND DISCOVERY:  
As we move into the end of September and beginning 

of October we have been working on developing 

knowledge of our 5 senses. To do so within our 

Science and discovery skills we have been 

participating in activities that invite children to 

explore taste, texture, smells, sights and sounds. 

During our insect stimulus week we had creepy 

crawly spaghetti play where children had to find 

the insects in cooled green spaghetti. The children 

were free to explore the texture of the cooled 

spaghetti and the taste, developing recognition of 

these senses as they did so. We also made use of 

our very own garden, taking twigs of rosemary, 

ripe strawberries and mint for our farm animal 

sensory play experience. Miss Eloise and Miss 

Mel encouraged children to smell the mint and 

Rosemary to build on their recognition of senses 

in learning experiences. The children have loved 

having the chance to freely explore using their 

senses and curiosity; we look forward to 

continuing this into October . (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 
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YARNING BOOK 
This month our Yarning book Made its way home 

with Yaqoub! Yaqoub shared with his Friends 

photos from 

his first 

Birthday 

party, where 

he celebrated 

with his 

Mum & Dad 

and extended 

family! We 

loved seeing all the sesame street characters in the 

pictures and the beautiful balloons!  

We will be sending the Yarning book home with 

Millanei and Sahib for them to share some of their 

favourite things to do at home! Once being given 

the Yarning book please remember to return the 

following week for all our bunyip friends to enjoy 

learning about each other.  

HEALTHY EATING CHAMPIONS 
Busy Bees – Hargun, 

Tobias, Linaya, and Eli 

Possums- Navya, Isaac and 

Arya 

Bunyips- Yaqoub, Elsie, 

Aleena and Dhaksh  

OUTDOORS - FUNDAMENTAL 

MOVEMENTS 
Children have participated in a lot of Kinaesthetic 

activities to keep themselves active and fit. Miss 

Isha incorporated Jumping, Stationary Striking 

and Ball play skills in the outdoor program. Our 

outdoor program reflects the core principles of the 

Munch and Move philosophy. Possums, Busy 

bees and Baby Bunyips were able to participate in 

activities through which they completed the 

obstacles course, play and exercise on the soft 

floor. Children participated in Wheel Barrow 

races, rolling the balls, Jumping Jacks, Obstacle 

course, over arm and underarm throws, ring toss, 

striking the ball and aiming for the target ahead. 

FREE SUPPORT  
Safe Sleep and Settling for New Parents/Carers | Red 

Nose Australia 
 We invite families to log on to free resources to 

support safe sleep. Red nose offers a wealth of 

information to new families and existing families 

to support best sleep practices for children.  

MASK WEARING RELAXED 
As Government restrictions ease, we will be 

allowing families into our service without a mask 

from Monday 10th October. We will monitor  the 

health and safety of children’s families and 

educators and make adjustments in consultation 

with families. (NQA,3,4,5,6,7.) 

EVACUATION DRILLS 
Each month we conduct evacuations nad 

lockdowns  

with children to 

ensure safety 

for all persons 

on our 

premises. This 

reduces 

children anxiety and allows then to take part in 

procedures that supports their safety. We remind 

families to speak with children about evacuations 

procedures in their home in case of emergency to 

keep everyone safe at all times . (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 

https://rednose.org.au/event/safe-sleep-and-settling-for-new-parents
https://rednose.org.au/event/safe-sleep-and-settling-for-new-parents
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 YOU ARE INVITED 28th OCTOBER 

Halloween Theme  4:00pm 

What better way to 

celebrate Halloween than 

with our Grandparents? 

We encourage all our 

families to join us we 

celebrate our very 

Special Grandparents 

with a very special song. We can’t wait to see you 

there.  

PARENT FORUM: 25th October.  
Join us for a chat to discuss initiatives, feedback 

ad thoughts  4:15- 5:15 pm in the foyer.  

LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING  

18th Vison Eye Screening 

9:00 am  

 24th Diwali 

28th Grandparent Afternoon Tea  
Transition to school statements begin. 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS  
We invite all families 

to donate 2-3 food 

items that they would 

like to share with 

their friends and 

family at Christmas. 

Please, place food items in the baskets located in 

the Foyer. We hope to raise 5 Baskets for St 

Vincent De Paul in 2022. (NQA,1,5,6,7.) 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE PRIZES 

For our centre Christmas Raffle, we ask that 

families donate a toy to 

our raffle during 

October. We thank 

families in advance for 

this support. (NQA,5,6,7.) 

 

Bunyips - Ben  9th , Elsie 21st, Edith 25th 

Bees: Avni 7th , Alonzo 10th , Arya 17th and 

Avnira 26thh 

 

 

FINAL THOUGHT  

How will you Celebrate your child? 

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS 

STAFF 

 


