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CENTRE NEWS  

CELEBRATING GRANDPARENTS 

Grandparents contribute significantly to the lives 

of all children and we were honoured to 

celebrate our Special Grandparents on Friday  

28th November for our Halloween themed 

afternoon tea. Our Grandmothers received as 

special “cup of Tea Biscuit” made by Miss 

Maree and our grandfathers received a special 

bag of Popcorn made for our lovely Pops. The 

children sang “Happy Grandparents Day ‘and 

Peter Combe’s - Wash Your Face In Orange 

Juice (Mr Clicketty Cane), Peter Combe - Wash 

Your Face In 

Orange Juice 

(Mr Clicketty 

Cane) - 

Animated - 

YouTube as 

we know 

some of our 

Grandparents can say 

some very funny 

things indeed.   

Parents may like to 

sing these songs with 

their children at 

home. Miss Isha and Miss Anusha read  ”What’ll 

we get for Grandma”,  and “Grandpa is Great” to 

celebrate our Grandmothers and Grandfathers 

We were delighted to have in attendance 

grandmothers and great-grandmothers to this 

very special afternoon tea. Our Halloween 

festivities continued with some very interesting 

face painting and of course a wonderful 

opportunity for our children to practice their 

striking skills as they swung their arms to receive 

a few treats from 

our pumpkin and flying witch pinata. The 

children’s Halloween costumes were amazing as 

we celebrated a very spooky afternoon tea with 

friends, family and our grandparents.  
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Miss Siobhan thoroughly enjoyed responding to 

the children’s requests for their face painting 

experiences that included their favourite animals, 

butterflies, and of course some very scary spiders 

and webs for our Halloween-inspired afternoon 

tea. (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 

VISION EYE SCREENING 

 18th OCTOBER 

The StEPS program is 

an initiative of NSW 

Health and offers all 4 year old children free 

vision screening. Winney from NSW Health 

attended JumpStart 4 Kids on Tuesday 18th 

October and screened all our 4-year-old children 

with the permission of families before they start 

school to ensure that their vision is perfect as 

they commence their formal educational years. If 

any family missed this 

opportunity please 

contact  Blacktown 

Community health on 

(02) 9881 8700 

The Hours of Service 

are Monday – Friday from 8:30 am to 5 pm.  

Blacktown Community Health Centre is 

located at the Corner of Blacktown Road 

and Marcel Crescent Blacktown.  
Our children really enjoyed this 

experience as they wore brightly 

coloured framed glasses and 

relayed letters that Winney 

pointed 

to 

during 

the 

screenin

g. A sticker at the end 

of the screening was a 

great treat for all the children.  

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH  

This Month we celebrated India as the country of 

the month. Our celebrations began with creating 

colourful Diwali craft display in each room. Miss 

Isha brought Indian Outfits and jewellery for 

children to see and wear. Children had an 

opportunity to see Diwali videos and how this 

festival is celebrated globally. Miss Isha and 

Miss Shivani organised the cooking experiences 

across the centre.  Possums cooked colourful 

Puffs and Hoops which were made up of rice 

flour. We also made Yummy crispy Veggie 

Bhaji which was fried savoury dough made up of 

chickpea flour. Busy bees cooked an easy and 

very versatile sweet dish called Ladoo using 

coconut and condensed milk.  

Baby Bunyips made the very famous Mango 

lassi using Greek yoghurt and 

mangoes. All our children 

enjoyed making Henna and 

Bindi tattoos with Miss Isha.  

Children participated in 

Rangoli making, Diya 

decorating activities.  

We all loved the colour run in 

the front car park. To conclude this celebration, 

we very carefully 

participated in bursting 

the Sparklers outside as 

well and 

shared 

Indian 

desserts 

and 

snacks 

with 

each other.  (NQA,1,2,3,5,6,7.) 
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ROOM STIMULUS AREAS:  

BUSY BEES:  

WEEK 1: Friendship 

WEEK 2: Fruit and 

vegetables 

WEEK 3: All about me 

WEEK 4: Recycling 

Literacy 
Our Busy Bees have been learning to identify, 

state, and write their full names. Busy Bees are 

working together and helping each other to 

identify the letters using their sound skills 

(Phonological awareness). This month Busy 

Bees have focused on learning the letters R, O, 

G, and L by engaging in different play-based and 

intentional learning experiences.  Busy Bees 

explored and learnt the sight words ‘’I, me, my, 

in, is, it, big, little’’ by engaging in technology, 

words hunt experiences, writing and tracing the 

sight words and making sentences using the sight 

words. For November we will be focusing on 

letters “U, H, C and B’’ and sight words ‘You, 

For, Help and The’ by participating in different 

experiences (NQA,1,2,5.) 

 

Numeracy 
We have reached number 30 by counting writing 

and arranging numbers in ascending order from 

0-30. We engaged in challenging and fun 

experiences like a number hunt experience, 

collage of numbers, arranging flashcards in 

order, and loose parts counting to learn numbers. 

Additionally, we further enhanced our addition 

concept by participating in dominoes addition, 

addition with dice and threading, and adding the 

beads.  

 

Our Busy Bees were introduced to the 

subtraction concept. Although Busy Bees found 

the subtraction concept challenging, they were 

persistent and focused while learning and 

engaging in subtraction experiences. During 

November, we will learn the mathematical 

concept ‘’Grouping, long & short, big and 

small’’ by participating in play-based and 

intentionally planned experiences. 

 

 

Concept 
Colours and shapes are the 

areas in which the Busy Bees 

have been showing great 

interest. Pegboards play 

dough, Legos, blocks and 

paddle pop sticks have been 

useful resources for the 

children as they have been 

able to manipulate those resources into different 

shapes. Busy Bees focused on shapes, squares, 

circles, triangles, and rectangles during October.  

 

In November we will focus on shapes oval, 

octagon hexagon, and pentagon’’. Similarly, 

pompoms, counters, spy games, and colour hunts 

have been useful experiences for children to 

learn colours. Busy Bees focused on Red, blue, 

green, and yellow during October. In November 

we will focus on colours Orange, purple, brown, 

and pink.  

BUSY BEES’ HEALTHY 

ADVENTURES BOOK 
Our Busy Bees love eating healthy fruits and 

vegetables. This month our Adventure book 

will go to Sia and  Hirishi. With so many 

summe

r fruits 

and 

vegetab

les to 

choose 

from, 

we 

can’t 

wait to 

see what healthy adventures they experience 

with their families. (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 

PLAYFUL POSSUMS 

WEEK 1: Animals  

WEEK 2: Our 

Environment/Pollution 

WEEK 3: Recycling  

WEEK 4: Road Safety  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&docid=ruDBjN_s14ZmBM&tbnid=tiGbqjheGxwPyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://theconversation.com/worth-a-thousand-words-the-top-10-best-australian-childrens-picture-books-11359&ei=naW1UemVNo3mkgWQnYDwCA&bvm=bv.47534661,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEyNUa0Gh_5WHSwUGDenXCz4-593w&ust=13709452
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WEEK 5: Trains 

Literacy:  
This month playful 

possums focused on 

identifying the letters 

K, V, P, J, Z and W.  

Miss Shivani and Miss 

Isha scaffolded 

children’s learning by 

using the large letter 

flash cards, the white 

board and markers, 

chalk boards and play 

dough. The Possums 

participated in letter 

identification activities 

like letter bingo, letter smack and letter hunting 

games. Miss Isha revised the phonics with the 

children by playing the “Ants in the apple song”. 

We also brainstormed words that begin with 

these letters.  

 

Numeracy 
Playful possums have participated in many 

different numeracy enriched 

activities in which they were 

able to identify the numbers, 

and predict before and after 

numbers.   

Playful Possums focused on 

identifying the numbers 15, 16,17,18,19 and 20. 

We used number cards, blocks, Lego and other 

manipulative objects 

in the room to revise 

concepts like 

number counting, 

one to one 

correspondence, 

what number is 

bigger or smaller. 

Playful possums practiced writing numbers on 

the white board.  

Concept: Possums 

also practiced 

identifying the shapes 

triangle, rectangle, 

oval, star, heart and diamond. Miss Shivani 

and Miss Isha helped children learn to identify 

yellow, green, pink, purple, orange and 

brown.   

 

 

 

 

PLAYFUL POSSUMS COMPANION 

BEARS   

NURSE 

NATASHA & 

SCHOOL GIRL 

JESSICA 

Nurse Natasha will 

go to Autum’s 

home and School 

Girl Jessica will go 

to Ace’s home.  

 

 

 

 

Worm Farm 

Our children here at Jumpstart learn 

sustainable gardening by reducing 

dumping green waste in the bins. All our 

rooms have an individual food scrap bin 

that they use to collect green waste. 

Children love to take that small bin to the 

worm farm and feed the worms. Children 

love reading the book called “Worms, 

Mechanics of the organics” (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 
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BABY BUNYIPS STIMULUS: 

Week 1:  Animals (Melbourne cup 

week) 

Week 2: Remembrance Day    

Week 3: Nursery rhymes 

Week 4: Road safety 

Literacy and Language:  
For language and literacy in October we have 

been focusing on group experiences where 

children are encouraged to develop their speech 

and language skills. To do so we have been 

implementing the use of our felt board stories 

daily to encourage both the knowledge of a wide 

variety of stories and developing speech by 

encouraging children to sing along / use the felt 

board to act out the stories. Moving into 

November we will be continuing to focus on this 

using similar activities such as puppet play, 

masks, and regular storytelling throughout the 

day.  

 

 
Science and discovery:  
Following our focus throughout October on ‘our 

five senses’ the 

bunyips have 

been busy 

exploring 

different ways 

we can use our 

senses! Some of 

our favourite 

activities this 

past month has been our fruit sensory tub, where 

children were encouraged to taste, smell and feel 

a variety of different fruits and veggies including 

Orange slices, cucumber and lemon. Solomona, 

Dhaksh, Gurfateh and Edith jumped in, freely 

grabbing individual fruits and trying a wide 

variety of new and known fruits.  

 

We have also been discovering a range of 

sensory experiences to encourage the use of our 

touch and 

investigation skills.  
As a group the 

bunyips worked 

together with Miss 

Eloise to explore a 

range of different 

sensory textures and 

experiences, such as 

making sensory 

balloons with various textures and Ziploc bags 

which contained a range of pompoms, glitters, 

and glue for texture and foam letters used for 

letter recognition.  

Music and movement: 
During October our baby bunyips got moving, 

making use of our new room 

equipment designed for 

movement play! We 

incorporated the stepping 

stones into our program to 

promote balancing and 

colour recognition, 

encouraging children to step 

on specific colours of 

buckets. We also had loads of 

fun exploring our foam 

shapes which include a semi-circle that can be 

used as an obstacle to jump over / balance beam. 

We have also been encouraging the bunyips to 

explore the outdoor area 

and make use of the variety 

of learning areas. Our older 

children in the room such 

as Dhaksh, Wren, Poppy, 

Gurfateh and Sahib enjoyed 

exploring resources such as 

the balance beams and hula 

hoops  
As we move into 

November we would like to continue 

encouraging these movement skills by making 

use of this equipment in both the indoor and 

outdoor environments. We will also be including 

activities that centre around our chosen 

fundamental movement of the month to create a 

broader learning experience.   
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Cognitive and manipulative:  

For cognitive and manipulate in the 

bunyips room this past month we have 

been focusing on building our shape 

recognition while incorporating fine 

motor skills into activities. We have done 

this by regularly practicing our skills with 

the shape sorters, which help build 

problem solving skills as well as shape 

recognition. We have also been using our 

problem solving skills by making use of 

the magnetic shape blocks which children 

were encouraged to build different 

structures using multiple shapes.  

 
BUNYIPS YARNING BOOK  

 
Over the course of October the yarning book 

made its way Home with Wren! ... 

In November the yarning book will be going 

home with Poppy and Dhaksh to share with the 

bunyips some of their favourite things to do at 

home! (NQA,1,2,3,4,5,6,7.) 

HEALTHY EATING CHAMPIONS 

Busy Bees Alonza, Ryker, 

Elianah, and Mahira 

Possums- Ayaansh, Arya 

and Eva 

Bunyips- Aleena, Edith, 

Gurfateh and Sahib 

 

OUTDOORS - FUNDAMENTAL 

MOVEMENTS: 

We have been practicing stationary striking 

through different activities. Stationary striking is 

a manipulative skill that involves children 

applying a pushing force with a bat. Our children 

have been practicing focusing on the target by 

keeping their eyes on the ball. Educators 

encourage children to use their preferred hand or 

dominant hand during striking. Miss Isha 

demonstrated rotating of hips and shoulder in 

order for the children to hit the target. We are 

slowly getting better at it. 

WONDERWHTE CHALLENGE: 

We thank all our families 

who donated bread bags for 

the wonder white recycling 

challenge. As a service, we 

collated 500 points. This has 

allowed us to attain 3 Hula 

Hoops and 4 plastic bats for the children to play 

with in our outdoor environment. What a 

wonderful incentive. Turning plastic bags into 

play equipment. We thank Alonzo’s dad Anton 

for donating the most bread bags.  

QIP _ QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS: 

Look at What we have 

been doing  

With the recent rain, we 

have been washing down 

our outdoor shade covering 

and surrounds to remove 

any mould and slime. In the coming weeks, we 

will screen and top up our sand pit and replenish 

mulch in our front car park area. The carpark 

area will be sealed by the end of November so 

we ask families to be cautious in wet weather as 

this can be slippery at times.   
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 Our indoor carpets will be cleaned 

commercially during the end of the year as we 

prepare for 2023. We thank all our families who 

joined us for a chat to discuss future goals for 

2023 as we reflect on our quality Improvement 

Plan goals 

for 2022. 

Families are 

always 

invited to 

share their 

suggestions 

with us as 

we 

continually improve the learning opportunities 

for children and families at JumpStart. Your 

insights suggestions and opinions are highly 

valued, so please take the time to have a chat to 

share your thoughts ideas, and opinions. We 

were really pleased to hear that families feel very 

comfortable in raising concerns knowing that 

these will be acted on promptly at all times. We 

know at times through human error things can go 

wrong, but we are always willing to rectify and 

solve challenges with families. Together we are 

effective. Over the coming weeks, if any parents 

have concerns or suggestions, we warmly invite 

you to share these with us and thank you in 

advance for your continuing support.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HAMPERS 

We ask that all families donate 1-2 food items 

for St Vincent De Paul. Christmas is a time to 

reflect on those in need. Christmas is about 

giving. Our Baskets will be provided to Kevin 

Sloane who is 

the Chapter 

President at 

Lalor Park to 

support 

families in 

need this 

Christmas. 

We thank 

families in 

advance for their donations and encourage all 

families to contribute as we pledge 5 hampers to 

our local community.  

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE URGENT 

REQUEST by TUESDAY 15th 

NOVEMBER  
We urgently ask that parents donate a gift to our 

Christmas raffle. We ask that families purchase a 

toy that their child may like to enjoy. These toys 

will be bundled into several prizes to make our 

Raffle prizes for our Christmas Concert 

afternoon when Santa arrives at the centre on 

Monday 28th of November. Santa will draw the 

lucky winners after children receive their gift 

from Santa.  

LETTER’S  TO 

SANTA  

We encourage all our 

families to take a letter 

template home to assist 

your child to write their 

own letter to Santa. We 

ask that families place 

their child’s letter to 

Santa in the Post Box 

located in the front 

foyer. Letters to Santa will need to be placed in 

the post box by Friday 25th November. Each 

child who has sent Santa a letter will receive a 

reply letter from Santa during the first week of 

December. This is a wonderful opportunity to sit 

with your child to discuss the spirit of Christmas 

and to share vocabulary and letter-writing skills 

with your child. No Postage Stamps required as 

we send each letter to the North pole.  

SANTA IS COMING TO 

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS 28th November 

4:30pm 
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Santa will be arriving at JumpStart 4 Kids on the 28th 

of November. All families are welcome as the 

children perform a mini-Christmas concert. Santa 

will provide each child with a small gift. This is a 

wonderful opportunity for children to sing and bring 

in the festive season. We look forward to seeing all 

our families at this event. This is a wonderful time to 

snap a simple photo with Santa in a relaxed and 

familiar environment as we prepare for Christmas. 

BUSY BEES GRADUATION 

Wednesday 7th DECEMBER 6:30 -7:30 

 

Parents will receive their official Graduation 

invitation during the first week of November. 

We ask that all graduates are present at 6:30pm 

so that we can dress them in their graduation 

caps and gowns.  

We look forward to sharing this momentous 

occasion with all our families and graduates as 

they prepare for kindergarten in 2023 

 

REPORTS -PARENT AND 

EDUCATOR INTERVIEWS 

Our Possums 

will be invited 

to share their 

developmental 

achievements 

with educators 

and their 

families during the week commencing 7th 

November.  

We invite families to speak with educators for a 

15-minute time slot by allocating your 

preference on the schedule located on the door to 

your child’s room. The Bunyips are scheduled 

for the week commencing 14th November and 

the Busy Bees will be invited to schedule 

interviews from the week commencing 21st 

November. (NQA,1,2,5,6,7.) 

 

LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING  

1st November 

Melbourne Cup Day  

7th Interview 

Commence  

11th Remembrance Day  

15th November All families are asked to Donate 

a toy to our Raffle  

28th Santa Comes to JumpStart  

 

Bunyips : Rishan 3rd, Solomona 3rd,  

Shiv 4th , Charlotte 21st,Dhaksh 25th  

Possums  Ace 17th , Ava 20th , Navya 27th  

Bees Tobias 27th  

 

FINAL THOUGHT 

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS 

STAFF 

 


