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CENTRE NEWS  

SANTA CLAUS VISITS JUMPSTART 
Our children sang their hearts out as they 

welcomed Santa to Jump Start 4 Kids on Monday 

28th of November. Together we sang the Hokey 

Pokey Reindeer, He wears a Red Red Coat, We 

all clap hands together and 

when Santa heard “Santa 

Claus is coming” He could 

not wait to walk through 

swinging his bell as he 

wished everyone a very 

Merry Christmas. The 

children were mesmerised as 

they held their breath in 

disbelief. Yes, Santa had 

travelled all the way 

from the North Pole just 

to see our children and 

families at Jumpstart.  
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LETTERS TO SANTA 

We encourage all our 

children to write a 

Letter to Santa. Our 

letter templates are 

available to families in 

the front foyer. Simply 

take one home and 

spend time with your 

child as they record the wonderful acts of 

kindness that they have demonstrated at home in 

2022. Santa would love to know what gifts to 

being so take some time to record the special toys 

that your child would like to have placed under 

the tree. All letters will need to be placed in the 

Foyer letter box by Monday 5th December. Santa 

will return a letter to each child, so be quick and 

write your letter to Santa before the North Pole 

express closes.  

This is a wonderful opportunity for children to 

develop their literacy skills and to communicate 

through writing as they express their needs and 

wants.   

ST VINCENT’S De PAUL CHARITY 

BASKETS  

For the past 11 years 

JumpStart 4 Kids has 

been providing 

Hampers to the Lalor 

Park Chapter of St 

Vincent’s De Paul. Mr. 

Kevin Sloan has 

assisted us with the distribution of these baskets 

for those in need in our local community. We 

thank our families for their generous donations as 

they remind us that Giving and Caring to others 

is FREE but makes the world of difference. 
QA1,2,3,4,5,6,7,) 

ROAD SAFETY 

During the month of November road safety 

awareness was promoted by engaging children in 

road safety awareness experiences such as reading 

road signs and how to use a Pedestrian crossing 

safely. The Busy Bees participated in a group 

discussion with Miss Anusha and Miss Abita 

about traffic, signs, roads, and the best places and 

ways to cross the street safely.  

Across the centre 

our children 

engaged in creating 

their own traffic 

lights to enhance 

their understanding 

of the meaning of 

‘’red’’ ‘’green’’ and 

‘’yellow’’ lights.  

Holding hands with 

an adult when 

crossing roads and 

using the pedestrian 

crossing was 

reinforced in our outdoor 

spaces as we used chalk to 

create a crossing for 

children and bikes to 

practice stopping and 

going as the traffic lights 

changed. We remind 

families to discuss our Hold my hand signs  

The children enjoyed using our seat belts as we 

reinforced safe travel in cars and vehicles. We 

remind families that children need to be restrained 

in vehicles at all times.  

 Parents can access information from Safe Travel 

| Kids and Traffic (mq.edu.au) to ensure that 

children are safe when traveling within our 

communities. 

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH  

Country of the Month- Bangladesh 

Bangladesh inspired 

some fantastic treats 

for our children. Our 

Bunyips made the 

very famous Dessert 

called “Misthi Doi” by using fresh thick Greek 

yoghurt mixed with raw Jaggery (Cane sugar) and 

Cardamom powder. This sweet creamy yoghurt 

along with the aroma of cardamom was liked by 

all. Next, we cooked the very famous and 

delectable veggie Biriyani in the Busy Bee’s 

room. Miss Anusha and Miss Abita used rice, 

https://www.kidsandtraffic.mq.edu.au/safe-travel/
https://www.kidsandtraffic.mq.edu.au/safe-travel/
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fresh veggies like carrots, peas, corn, capsicum 

and beans along with fragrant spices.  Our 

children loved eating it 

for their afternoon tea. Our Possums cooked a 

very refreshing zesty garden salad using 

cucumber, celery, red onions, capsicum, 

coriander and parsley. For the dressing Miss 

Shivani made mustard oil and lemon juice 

dressing. We talked about eating all the colours of 

the rainbow, drinking lots of water and the 

importance of staying active. Children enjoyed 

making a collage using the coloured paper 

inspired by the National flag of the country. And 

we learned a new song in Bengali “Head 

shoulders knees and toes”. < Head Shoulders Knees 
and Toes | Popular Nursery Rhymes for Children | 
Shemaroo Kids Bengali - YouTube 

 

ROOM STIMULUS AREAS:  

BUSY BEES:  

WEEK 1: Summer 

WEEK 2: Christmas 

WEEK 3: Celebrations 

WEEK 4: Christmas 

Numeracy 
We focused on learning new mathematical 

concepts such as ‘’grouping’’, ‘big and small’’, 

and ‘’long and short’’ in November. We 

encouraged children to participate in different 

activities and games focusing on these 

mathematical concepts. We introduced new 

games and experiences to reinforce children’s 

mathematical and numeracy knowledge and 

understanding. Busy Bees enjoyed exploring 

these concepts through hands-on learning 

experiences.  

During the month of December, the Busy Bees 

will be focusing on 

learning and 

exploring 

mathematical 

concepts such as 

‘’long and short’’, 

and ‘’time’’ through 

intentional learning 

experiences and 

play-based learning experiences.  

Literacy  
This month Busy Bees learnt ‘U, u’, ‘H, h’, “C, c” 

and “B, b’’ letters in literacy school readiness 

groups with planned intentional learning 

experiences. Busy Bees explored and learnt these 

letters through fun learning experiences such as 

letter hunt, letter matching game, creating letters 

with pegs and playdough, and alphabet fishing 

game. This month we focused on learning sight 

words ‘’you, we, for, go, help, play, the, see’’. At 

first the children were introduced to the sight 

words using the flash cards then taught through 

play-based literacy games. For December, we will 

focus learning letters ‘’E,e’’ “K,k” and sight 

words ‘’said, look, not, can’’ by engaging in 

different learning experiences. 

 

Concept 

During the month of November, we focused on 

the colours ‘’orange, purple, brown, and pink’’. 

The children were encouraged to name and 

identify each colour by participating in activities 

such as colour scavenger hunt, colour mixing, 

sorting colours and I spy games.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3QzE4bitOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3QzE4bitOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3QzE4bitOA
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This month we learnt the shapes ‘’ hexagon, 

pentagon, oval, and octagon’’. Children were 

encouraged to further enhance their knowledge on 

each shape through teacher guided experience 

where educators introduced children with the 

properties of each shape including the sides and 

corners of the shape. Busy Bees learnt shapes by 

creating shapes using paddle pop sticks, play 

dough, loose parts, and peg boards. Also, they 

enhanced their shape identification skills by 

engaging on drawing experiences, and shape 

memory games. 

During the month of December, the Busy Bees 

will be focusing on the   shapes ‘’Rhombus, 

Diamond’ ’and the colours ‘’Grey and black’’ 

through different play-based and intentional 

learning activities.  

BUSY BEES’ HEALTHY 

ADVENTURES BOOK 
Busy Bees are displaying their interest in healthy 

eating. This month Hrishi and Sia will get the 

opportunity to 

take the 

adventure book 

home. 

We are excited 

to see the 

healthy 

adventures 

children 

experience with their families.  

PLAYFUL POSSUMS 

WEEK 1: Sensory Learning  

WEEK 2: Nature 

WEEK 3: Christmas  

WEEK 4: Christmas 

Literacy  

This month 

Playful 

Possums have 

learnt to 

identify the 

letters 

K,F,D,R,V,P,J,Z,W,X and Y. Along with letter 

recognition Possums have 

been able to learn the letter 

sounds as well. Miss 

Shivani, Miss Ashley and 

Miss Isha have organised 

letter tracing activities on 

the paper, letter writing on 

the white board and 

sounding the letters in 

different tones. Through 

these activities children are now able to identify 

the letters and their sounds too. Some Possums 

can already distinguish the beginning and ending 

sounds of the words.  

Numeracy: To build our numeracy skills, 

Possums participated in 

number recognition games, 

number tracing and number 

identification games. This 

month Playful Possums 

have been learning to 

identify numbers 1-14. 

They have also been 

practicing maths concepts 

like what comes after and before, which is the big 

number, point to the small number, less and more, 

comparisons of big and small too. Children played 

number Bingo, stacking cups, smack the number, 

What’s in the wonder bag games both indoors and 

outdoors.  

 

Concept: 
Playful Possums 

were able to 

explore different 

concepts this 

month with Miss 

Isha, Miss Shivani 

and Miss Ashley. 

We practiced identifying shapes, learning the 

difference between big and small, Long, short and 

more and less.  Further on, Possums explored the 

concept of grouping and sorting. Children had the 

opportunity to explore two-digit numbers and 

learn   one on one correspondence.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&docid=ruDBjN_s14ZmBM&tbnid=tiGbqjheGxwPyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://theconversation.com/worth-a-thousand-words-the-top-10-best-australian-childrens-picture-books-11359&ei=naW1UemVNo3mkgWQnYDwCA&bvm=bv.47534661,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEyNUa0Gh_5WHSwUGDenXCz4-593w&ust=13709452
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Children loved drawing 

shapes on the white board and 

chalk board with Miss 

Ashley. Children were given 

explicit instructions and one 

on one time to hold the pencil, 

whiteboard markers and 

chalk.  

Possums like exploring 

their emerging writing 

and drawing skills. In 

order for them to gain 

confidence in holding 

the pencil properly and 

tracing letters, shapes 

and number Possums participate in free hand 

drawings, Art and craft experiences. These 

Creative arts activities help children to build on 

their fine motor skills like eye hand coordination, 

pencil grip, hand manipulation, finger strength 

and wrist rotation.  

Songs and Books that Possums enjoyed reading 

were “Move and Freeze” song by Danny go. 

“Earth Day Song” by Jack Hartman. “Clean up 

Trash” song by CoCo Melon and “Hello around 

the world” by Barefoot Kids. We read “Caring for 

Animals”, “The Naughtiest Reindeer”, “How the 

Grinch stole Christmas”, “The Night Before 

Christmas”, “Hey Grandude” by Paul McCartney. 

Children loved these books as it enabled them to 

interact with colourful pictures and lots of print. 

Possums really liked the book “Goat in a Boat” as 

well.  

PLAYFUL POSSUMS 

COMPANION BEARS  

NURSE NATASHA & SCHOOL 

GIRL JESSICA 

Hello to all our families again. 

Thank you for taking our 

interactive teddy bears home and sharing your 

experiences with us. Natasha and Jessica really 

loved going on picnics, eating healthy snacks 

and playing fun games with all of you. And now 

for the month of December, Our Nurse Natasha 

is going to Aansh’s house and School Girl 

Jessica will go along Imrose.  

Can’t wait for the picture’s guys! 

 

Emergency Evacuations  

This month we have 

conducted a couple of 

emergency drills at 

Jumpstart. All our 

teachers and educators 

play a significant role in 

maintaining the safety 

guidelines and compliance requirements. We 

have practiced lockdowns, fire and flood 

evacuations and an intruder in the service. During 

these emergency drills our 

children are safe and informed 

at all times. Children recall the 

emergency number 000, the 

name of the school and the 

address too. Look at some of 

these pictures. Enjoy! 

11th November Remembrance Day 

As an act of solidarity, all our children 

and staff at Jumpstart 4 Kids observed 

a minute of silence to pay their 

respects to the soldiers who died in the 

line of duty fighting and protecting the 

Nation. In honour of this 

day, the children made 

Poppies to represent the 

fields where soldiers had 

fought.  

BABY BUNYIPS STIMULUS: 

Week 1:  Sensory Play  

Week 2:  Animals 

Week 3: Christmas 

Week 4: Christmas  

Language and Literacy 

Speech and language 
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After completing our recent reports and Parent / 

teacher interviews in the past few weeks we have 

been targeting our speech and language 

development being a key area that we would like 

to work on. Throughout the past month we have 

been making use of the Puppets to encourage 

more verbal communication and use of the 

children’s speech. Through daily encouragement 

we have been hoping to build up the children’s 

speech skills as well as their confidence to engage 

in the programmed experiences. More and More 

the children have been increasing their 

participation in these experiences through use of 

babbles, early words and 1-2 worded sentences as 

we practice these each day. We have also been 

finding books to read each day that reflect our 

stimulus for the week which moving into 

December we will be focusing on Christmas and 

different ways we celebrate the end of the year.  

 
Science and Discovery:  
In the month of November, we have been 

focusing on Sensory play that relates the children 

to the Bunyips everyday life. For example, one of 

our activities to reflect our past stimulus of 

‘Celebrations’ The bunyips enjoyed creating 

birthday cupcakes using cloud dough, sprinkles 

and cupcake liners. This encouraged the Bunyips 

to relate their experiences into their play, using 

their higher order thinking skills.  

 
Moving into December we will be continuing the 

themed sensory experiences through exploring 

Christmas themed play tubs using the fake snow 

mixture, Christmas coloured ice play and so 

many more fun surprises!  

Concept 
Within the bunyips room the past month we have 

revisited the concept of primary colours and 

mixing to discover secondary colours. To do this 

we have been undertaking craft experiences 

where children were encouraged to use primary 

colours to mix on paper plates 

to create our ‘Rainbow Soup’ 

through mixing using their 

paintbrushes. Bunyips have 

also been making use of the 

rainbow blocks within our 

room to practice their colour 

recognition, needing to place 

the colours in order to complete 

the puzzle. While participating Miss Mel and 

Miss Eloise would ask the children “What colour 

can you see?” and “What colour did we find?” to 

encourage the recognition of colours and their 

correct names   

Numeracy 
For numeracy we have been focusing on rote 

counting to 5, counting to and from the number 

to promote number recognition. We have been 

encouraging singing ‘5 cheeky monkeys’ and ‘5 

little ducks’ which are songs that work towards 

counting to and from 5 as the song progresses. 

The older bunyips have now begun to be able to 

count with the song, knowing the numbers that 

come before and after each other by following 

the rote counting method.  
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HEALTHY EATING  
We remind families to pack healthy options for 

children’s lunches 

 
OUTDOORS - FUNDAMENTAL 

MOVEMENTS 

Our children at Jumpstart have been working on 

building their Gross motor skills like running, 

hopping, side sliding and stationary striking.  

Recently they have been getting much stronger, 

fitter and resilient. Extending from stationary 

striking, now Miss Isha has organised activities 

like stationary dribbling both in our indoors and 

outdoors program. While practicing stationary 

dribbling children are able to develop focus and 

concentration skills. Dribbling also helps children 

to become persistent and patient. Miss Isha 

encourages children to count while dribbling the 

ball in order for children to practice number 

counting as well. HOW LONG CAN YOU 

DRIBBLE FOR? Try putting your stopwatch on 

while your child is practicing dribbling at home. 

Have fun! Stay Active! Stay Fit 

 

RECYCLING PAYS OFF  

Thank you to all our families who 

donated bread bags. We were 

excited to 

receive bats 

and hoops in 

exchange for these bags. 

Our children have already 

commenced playing with 

these items as they extend 

their fundamental movement skills.  

 

QIP _ QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS: 

Look at What we have been doing  

In November, we painted the laundry, Possums 

bathroom, and outdoor 

concrete and patio space 

along with our pest 

treatment across the service 

for our indoor and outdoor 

environments.  

 

PARENT / CHILD / EDUCATOR 

INTERVIEW FEEDBACK  

We have had very 

positive feedback from 

our consultative 

meetings with families. 

Our report templates 

have enables families to see first hand the distance 

travelled by children. Parents have expressed how 

much their child has progressed as thy have 

compared their child’s mid-year feedback with 

their final year’s progression. Our screeners and 

individual observations that are presented in each 

child’s portfolio allow educators to plan and track 

each child’s development. This allows educators 

to support the interests and needs of each child as 

we work collaboratively to meet the needs of each 

child.  

We appreciate the feedback and valuable insights 

as each child continues to grow and develop in 

their emotional, and social. physical, cognitive 

and language skills.  
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Busy Bees Graduation 

Wednesday 7th December: 6:30 
Each family will be 

allocated 4 seats on the 

night. Additional seating 

will be allocated behind 

graduating families.  

 

 We ask that all graduates 

are in attendance by 6:20 pm so that we can assist 

children with their gowns and caps. 

 

 The graduation evening will commence at 6:30 

pm SHARP. 

We are unable to wait for late attendees. 

    

BOND REFUNDS FOR EXITING 

FAMILIES 
We wish all our exiting 

families with children 

commencing kindergarten 

the very best for 2022. For 

families exiting at the conclusion of 2022, refunds 

will be forwarded during the week commencing 

16th January 2023. 

 

CLOSE DOWN DATES 

The final day is Friday 23rd December: 

 
We advise all families 

that all children will 

need to be collected 

at lunchtime as the 

centre closes for 

2022.   

 
Please ensure children’s belongings and 

portfolios are collected by all families so that 

you can share the incredible moments that your 

child has experienced with us during 2022.  

 No fees are payable during the shutdown period. 

We will reopen on Monday 9th January 2023. 

 

 

DECEMBER 
Bunyips - Sahib 25th  

 Millanei 31st  

 Busy Bees Stella 1st  

 Charlotte 9th  

 Francesca 18th  

 
FINAL THOUGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas  
From our JumpStart Team we are sending love 

and happiness to each and every family.  

Thank you for being there for us throughout 

2022 as we guide, nurture and care for each 

child.  

We hope that all of our families have a joyous 

and wonderful Christmas with family and 

friends.  

We can’t wait to hear about your Christmas 

celebration when we return on Monday 9th 

January 2023 

JUMPSTART 4 KIDS 

STAFF 


